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Nebraska (Intro)
Key: Any

Genre:

Harp Type: Any

Skill: Any
hold) (hold)
-6b -(567) (678) -(567) (456)

(hold) (hold)
-6b (456) (678) -(567) (567)

(hold)
-6b -7 (67) (78) (89) -(89)(78)-(67)(67)

(hold)
-6b (56) -(67) (56)

 

I don’t know if this is right but try it anyway and you can
make
changes if its wrong
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Lyrics

Nebraska (harp intro)
Key: Any

Genre:

Harp Type: Any

Skill: Any
-4b 5 -4b 4 3
-4b 5 -4b 4
-4b 5 56 -56
7 -6 6
-4b 5 -4 4

Lyrics
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Jim Morrison
Key: Any

Genre:

Harp Type: Any

Skill: Any
James Douglas Morrison (December 8, 1943 – July 3, 1971) was
an American singer, songwriter and poet, who served as the
lead vocalist of the rock band The Doors. Due to his wild
personality,  poetic  lyrics,  his  widely  recognized  voice,
unpredictable  and  erratic  performances,  and  the  dramatic
circumstances surrounding his life and early death, Morrison
is regarded by music critics and fans as one of the most
iconic and influential frontmen in rock history. Since his
death, his fame has endured as one of popular culture’s most
rebellious  and  oft-displayed  icons,  representing  the
generation  gap  and  youth  counterculture.

Together  with  Ray  Manzarek,  Morrison  co-founded  the  Doors
during the summer of 1965 in Venice, California. The band
spent two years in obscurity until shooting to prominence with
their number-one single in the United States, “Light My Fire”,
taken from their self-titled debut album. Morrison wrote or
co-wrote many of the Doors’ songs, including “Light My Fire”,
“Break On Through (To the Other Side)”, “The End”, “Moonlight
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Drive”, “Wild Child”, “The Soft Parade”, “People Are Strange”,
“Hello, I Love You”, “Roadhouse Blues”, “L.A. Woman”, and
“Riders on the Storm”. He recorded a total of six studio
albums with the Doors, all of which sold well and received
critical  acclaim.  Morrison  was  well  known  for  improvising
spoken  word  poetry  passages  while  the  band  played  live.
Manzarek  said  Morrison  “embodied  hippie  counterculture
rebellion”.

Morrison developed an alcohol dependency during the 1960s,
which at times affected his performances on stage. He died
unexpectedly at the age of 27 in Paris, among conflicting
witness  and  alleged  witness  reports.  As  no  autopsy  was
performed, the cause of Morrison’s death remains disputed.[
Though the Doors recorded two more albums after Morrison died,
his death severely affected the band’s fortunes, and they
split up in 1973. In 1993, Morrison was inducted into the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame as a member of the Doors. In 2008, he
was ranked 47th in Rolling Stone magazine’s list “The 100
Greatest Singers of All Time”.

Biography

1943–1961: Early years
Morrison was born in late 1943 in Melbourne, Florida, to Clara
Virginia (née Clarke) and Lt.(j.g.) George Stephen Morrison, a
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future  rear  admiral  in  the  U.S.  Navy.  His  ancestors  were
Scottish, Irish, and English.[ Admiral Morrison commanded U.S.
naval forces during the Gulf of Tonkin incident in August
1964, which provided the pretext for the U.S. involvement in
the Vietnam War in 1965. Morrison had a younger sister, Anne
Robin (born 1947 in Albuquerque, New Mexico), and a younger
brother,  Andrew  Lee  Morrison  (born  1948  in  Los  Altos,
California).

In  1947,  when  he  was  three  to  four  years  old,  Morrison
allegedly witnessed a car accident in the desert, during which
a  truck  overturned  and  some  Native  Americans  were  lying
injured at the side of the road. He referred to this incident
in the Doors’ song “Peace Frog” on their 1970 album Morrison
Hotel, as well as in the spoken word performances “Dawn’s
Highway” and “Ghost Song” on the posthumous 1978 album An
American Prayer. Morrison believed this incident to be the
most formative event of his life, and made repeated references
to it in the imagery in his songs, poems, and interviews.

His family does not recall this traffic incident happening in
the way he told it. According to the Morrison biography No One
Here Gets Out Alive, Morrison’s family did drive past a car
accident on an Indian reservation when he was a child, and he
was very upset by it. The book The Doors, written by the
surviving  members  of  the  Doors,  explains  how  different
Morrison’s  account  of  the  incident  was  from  that  of  his
father. This book quotes his father as saying, “We went by
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several Indians. It did make an impression on him [the young
James]. He always thought about that crying Indian.” This is
contrasted sharply with Morrison’s tale of “Indians scattered
all over the highway, bleeding to death.” In the same book,
his sister is quoted as saying, “He enjoyed telling that story
and exaggerating it. He said he saw a dead Indian by the side
of the road, and I don’t even know if that’s true.”

Raised a military brat, Morrison spent part of his childhood
in San Diego, completed third grade in northern Virginia at
Fairfax  County  Elementary  School,  and  attended  Charles  H.
Flato Elementary School in Kingsville, Texas, while his father
was stationed at NAS Kingsville in 1952. He continued at St.
John’s Methodist School in Albuquerque, and then Longfellow
School Sixth Grade Graduation Program from San Diego.

In 1957, Morrison attended Alameda High School in Alameda,
California,  for  his  freshman  and  first  semester  of  his
sophomore year. [self-published source] The Morrison family
moved back to northern Virginia in 1959, and he graduated from
George  Washington  High  School  (now  a  middle  school)  in
Alexandria in June 1961.

1961–1963: Literary influences
A  voracious  reader  from  an  early  age,  Morrison  was
particularly inspired by the writings of several philosophers
and poets. He was influenced by Friedrich Nietzsche, whose
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views  on  aesthetics,  morality,  and  the  Apollonian  and
Dionysian duality would appear in his conversation, poetry and
songs.  Some  of  his  formative  influences  were  Plutarch’s
Parallel Lives and the works of the French Symbolist poet
Arthur Rimbaud, whose style would later influence the form of
Morrison’s  short  prose  poems.  He  was  also  influenced  by
William  S.  Burroughs,  Jack  Kerouac,  Allen  Ginsberg,  Louis
Ferdinand Celine, Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Charles Baudelaire,
Molière, Franz Kafka, Albert Camus, Honoré de Balzac and Jean
Cocteau,  along  with  most  of  the  French  existentialist
philosophers.

His senior year English teacher said, “Jim read as much and
probably more than any student in class, but everything he
read was so offbeat I had another teacher (who was going to
the Library of Congress) check to see if the books Jim was
reporting on actually existed. I suspected he was making them
up, as they were English books on sixteenth- and seventeenth-
century demonology. I’d never heard of them, but they existed,
and I’m convinced from the paper he wrote that he read them,
and the Library of Congress would’ve been the only source.”

Morrison  went  to  live  with  his  paternal  grandparents  in
Clearwater,  Florida,  and  attended  St.  Petersburg  Junior
College. In 1962, he transferred to Florida State University
(FSU) in Tallahassee, and appeared in a school recruitment
film.[19] While at FSU, Morrison was arrested for disturbing
the peace while drunk at a home football game on September 28,
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1963.

1964–1965:  College  experience  in  Los
Angeles
In January 1964, Morrison moved to Los Angeles to attend the
University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). Seven months
later, his father commanded a carrier division of the U.S.
fleet during the Gulf of Tonkin Incident. At UCLA, Morrison
enrolled in Jack Hirschman’s class on Antonin Artaud in the
Comparative  Literature  program  within  the  UCLA  English
Department.  Artaud’s  brand  of  surrealist  theatre  had  a
profound  impact  on  Morrison’s  dark  poetic  sensibility  of
cinematic theatricality.

Morrison completed his undergraduate degree at UCLA’s film
school within the Theater Arts department of the College of
Fine Arts in 1965. At the time of the graduation ceremony, he
went to Venice Beach, and the university mailed his diploma to
his mother in Coronado, California. He made several short
films while attending UCLA. First Love, the first of these
films,  made  with  Morrison’s  classmate  and  roommate  Max
Schwartz, was released to the public when it appeared in a
documentary about the film Obscura.

During  these  years,  while  living  in  Venice  Beach,  he
befriended writers at the Los Angeles Free Press, for which he
advocated until his death in 1971. He conducted a lengthy and
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in-depth  interview  with  Bob  Chorush  and  Andy  Kent,  both
working for the Free Press at the time (approximately December
6–8, 1970), and was planning on visiting the headquarters of
the busy newspaper shortly before leaving for Paris.

1965–1971: The Doors
In the summer of 1965, after graduating with a bachelor’s
degree from the UCLA film school, Morrison led a bohemian
lifestyle in Venice Beach. Living on the rooftop of a building
inhabited  by  his  old  UCLA  cinematography  friend,  Dennis
Jacobs, he wrote the lyrics of many of the early songs the
Doors would later perform live and record on albums, such as
“Moonlight  Drive”  and  “Hello,  I  Love  You”.  According  to
Manzarek, he lived on canned beans and LSD for several months.
Morrison and fellow UCLA student Ray Manzarek were the first
two  members  of  the  Doors,  forming  the  group  during  that
summer.  They  had  met  months  earlier  as  cinematography
students. The story claims that Manzarek was lying on the
beach at Venice one day, where he accidentally encountered
Morrison.  He  was  impressed  with  Morrison’s  poetic  lyrics,
claiming that they were “rock group” material. Subsequently,
guitarist  Robby  Krieger  and  drummer  John  Densmore  joined.
Krieger auditioned at Densmore’s recommendation and was then
added  to  the  lineup.  All  three  musicians  shared  a  common
interest in the Maharishi Mahesh Yogi’s meditation practices
at the time, attending scheduled classes, but Morrison was not
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involved in these series of classes.

The Doors took their name from the title of Aldous Huxley’s
book The Doors of Perception (a reference to the unlocking of
doors of perception through psychedelic drug use). Huxley’s
own title was a quotation from William Blake’s The Marriage of
Heaven  and  Hell,  in  which  Blake  wrote:  “If  the  doors  of
perception were cleansed everything would appear to man as it
is, infinite.” Although Morrison was known as the lyricist of
the  group,  Krieger  also  made  significant  lyrical
contributions,  writing  or  co-writing  some  of  the  group’s
biggest hits, including “Light My Fire”, “Love Me Two Times”,
“Love Her Madly” and “Touch Me”. On the other hand, Morrison,
who did not write most songs using an instrument, would come
up with vocal melodies for his own lyrics, with the other band
members contributing chords and rhythm. Morrison did not play
an instrument live (except for maracas and tambourine for most
shows, and harmonica on a few occasions) or in the studio
(excluding  maracas,  tambourine,  handclaps,  and  whistling).
However, he did play the grand piano on “Orange County Suite”
and a Moog synthesizer on “Strange Days”.

In June 1966, Morrison and the Doors were the opening act at
the Whisky a Go Go in the last week of the residency of Van
Morrison’s  band  Them.  Van’s  influence  on  Jim’s  developing
stage performance was later noted by Brian Hinton in his book
Celtic Crossroads: The Art of Van Morrison: “Jim Morrison
learned  quickly  from  his  near  namesake’s  stagecraft,  his
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apparent recklessness, his air of subdued menace, the way he
would improvise poetry to a rock beat, even his habit of
crouching down by the bass drum during instrumental breaks.”
On the final night, the two Morrisons and their two bands
jammed together on “Gloria”. In November 1966, Morrison and
the Doors produced a promotional film for “Break on Through
(To the Other Side)”, which was their first single release.
The film featured the four members of the group playing the
song on a darkened set with alternating views and close-ups of
the performers while Morrison lip-synched the lyrics. Morrison
and the Doors continued to make short music films, including
“The  Unknown  Soldier”,  “Moonlight  Drive”  and  “People  Are
Strange”.

The Doors achieved national recognition after signing with
Elektra Records in 1967. The single “Light My Fire” spent
three weeks at number one on the Billboard Hot 100 chart in
July/August 1967. This was a far cry from the Doors opening
for Simon and Garfunkel or playing at a high school as they
did in Connecticut that same year. Later, the Doors appeared
on The Ed Sullivan Show, a popular Sunday night variety series
that  had  introduced  the  Beatles  and  Elvis  Presley  to  the
United States. Ed Sullivan requested two songs from the Doors
for  the  show,  “People  Are  Strange”  and  “Light  My  Fire”.
Sullivan’s censors insisted that the Doors change the lyrics
of the song “Light My Fire” from “Girl we couldn’t get much
higher”  to  “Girl  we  couldn’t  get  much  better”  for  the
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television  viewers;  this  was  reportedly  due  to  what  was
perceived as a reference to drugs in the original lyrics.
After giving a*surances of compliance to the producer in the
dressing room, the band agreed and proceeded to sing the song
with  the  original  lyrics.  Sullivan  was  not  happy  and  he
refused to shake hands with Morrison or any other band member
after their performance. Sullivan had a show producer tell the
band that they would never appear on The Ed Sullivan Show
again. Morrison reportedly said to the producer, in a defiant
tone, “Hey man. We just did the Sullivan Show!”

By the release of their second album, Strange Days, the Doors
had become one of the most popular rock bands in the United
States.  Their  blend  of  blues  and  dark  psychedelic  rock
included a number of original songs and distinctive cover
versions, such as their rendition of “Alabama Song”, from
Bertolt Brecht and Kurt Weill’s opera, Rise and Fall of the
City  of  Mahagonny.  The  band  also  performed  a  number  of
extended concept works, including the songs “The End”, “When
the Music’s Over”, and “Celebration of the Lizard”. In 1966,
photographer Joel Brodsky took a series of black-and-white
photos of Morrison, in a photo shoot known as “The Young Lion”
photo session. These photographs are considered among the most
iconic  images  of  Jim  Morrison  and  are  frequently  used  as
covers for compilation albums, books, and other memorabilia of
the Doors and Morrison. In late 1967 at a concert in New
Haven, Connecticut, he was arrested on stage, an incident that

https://harmonicatabs.net/


We share Hamornica Tabs for Free – Our goal is to have a
website where everyone can find and share all of their

Harmonica Tabs in one central location.Please feel free to
look around and post the harp tabs you have or request ones

you are looking for.

further added to his mystique and emphasized his rebellious
image. Morrison became the first rock artist to be arrested
onstage during a concert performance.

In 1968, the Doors released their third studio album, Waiting
for the Sun. The band performed on July 5 at the Hollywood
Bowl; this performance became famous with the DVD: Live at the
Hollywood Bowl. It’s also this year that the band played, for
the  first  time,  in  Europe.  Their  fourth  album,  The  Soft
Parade, was released in 1969. It was the first album where the
individual band members were given credit on the inner sleeve
for the songs they had written. Previously, each song on their
albums had been credited simply to “The Doors”. On September 6
and  7,  1968,  the  Doors  played  four  performances  at  the
Roundhouse, London, England with Jefferson Airplane which was
filmed by Granada for a television documentary The Doors Are
Open directed by John Sheppard. Around this time, Morrison—who
had long been a heavy drinker—started showing up for recording
sessions visibly inebriated.[ He was also frequently late for
live performances.

By early 1969, the formerly svelte singer had gained weight,
grown a beard and mustache, and begun dressing more casually —
abandoning the leather pants and concho belts for slacks,
jeans, and T-shirts. During a concert on March 1 at the Dinner
Key Auditorium in Miami, Morrison attempted to spark a riot in
the audience, in part by screaming “You wanna see my cock?”
and other obscenities. He failed, but six warrants for his
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arrest were issued by the Dade County Police department three
days  later  for  indecent  exposure,  among  other  things.
Consequently,  many  of  the  Doors’  scheduled  concerts  were
canceled. After Miami, Morrison lost his desire to perform
with The Doors, and even tried to quit many times. He had
become tired of the rock-star life. On September 20, 1970,
Morrison was convicted of indecent exposure and profanity by a
six-person jury in Miami after a trial that had 16 days of
testimony. Morrison, who attended the October 30 sentencing
“in  a  wool  jacket  adorned  with  Indian  designs”,  silently
listened as he was sentenced to six months in prison and had
to pay a $500 fine. Morrison remained free on a $50,000 bond.
At the sentencing, Judge Murray Goodman told Morrison that he
was a “person graced with a talent” admired by many of his
peers;  Morrison  remained  free  on  $50,000  bond  while  the
conviction was appealed. His death eight months later made the
appeal a moot point.

On  December  8,  2010—the  67th  anniversary  of  Morrison’s
birth—Florida Governor Charlie Crist and the state clemency
board  unanimously  signed  a  complete  posthumous  pardon  for
Morrison. Drummer John Densmore denied Morrison ever exposed
himself on stage that night.

Following The Soft Parade, the Doors released Morrison Hotel.
After a lengthy break, the group reconvened in October 1970 to
record their final album with Morrison, titled L.A. Woman.
Shortly after the recording sessions for the album began,
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producer Paul A. Rothchild — who had overseen all of their
previous recordings — left the project, and engineer Bruce
Botnick took over as producer.

July 3, 1971: Death
After recording L.A. Woman in Los Angeles, Morrison joined
Pamela Courson in Paris in March 1971, at an apartment she had
rented for him at 17–19, Rue Beautreillis in Le Marais, 4th
arrondissement, Paris. In letters, he described going for long
walks through the city, alone. During this time, he shaved his
beard  and  lost  some  of  the  weight  he  had  gained  in  the
previous months. He died on July 3, 1971, at age 27.[ He was
reportedly found by Courson in the bathtub of the apartment.
The  official  cause  of  death  was  listed  as  heart  failure,
although no autopsy was performed, as it was not required by
French law. It has also been reported, by several individuals
who say they were eyewitnesses, that his death was due to an
accidental heroin overdose.

His death came two years to the day after the death of Rolling
Stones guitarist Brian Jones and approximately nine months
after the deaths of Jimi Hendrix and Janis Joplin — all of
whom died at the age of 27. Three years after his death,
Courson also died at the age of 27.
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Personal relationships
Morrison’s early life was the semi-nomadic existence typical
of  military  families.  Jerry  Hopkins  recorded  Morrison’s
brother,  Andy,  explaining  that  his  parents  had  determined
never to use physical corporal punishment such as spanking on
their children. They instead instilled discipline and levied
punishment by the military tradition known as “dressing down”.
This consisted of yelling at and berating the children until
they were reduced to tears and acknowledged their failings.
Once Morrison graduated from UCLA, he broke off most contact
with his family. By the time Morrison’s music ascended to the
top of the charts (in 1967) he had not been in communication
with his family for more than a year and falsely claimed that
his parents and siblings were dead (or claiming, as it has
been widely misreported, that he was an only child).

This misinformation was published as part of the materials
distributed with the Doors’ self-titled debut album. Admiral
Morrison was not supportive of his son’s career choice in
music. One day, an acquaintance brought over a record thought
to have Jim on the cover. The record was the Doors’ self-
titled debut. The young man played the record for Morrison’s
father and family. Upon hearing the record, Morrison’s father
wrote him a letter telling him “to give up any idea of singing
or  any  connection  with  a  music  group  because  of  what  I
consider to be a complete lack of talent in this direction.”
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In a letter to the Florida Probation and Parole Commission
District  Office  dated  October  2,  1970,  Morrison’s  father
acknowledged the breakdown in family communications as the
result of an argument over his a*sessment of his son’s musical
talents.  He  said  he  could  not  blame  his  son  for  being
reluctant to initiate contact and that he was proud of him.

Morrison spoke fondly of his Irish and Scottish ancestry and
was inspired by Celtic mythology in his poetry and songs.
Celtic Family Magazine revealed in its 2016 Spring Issue that
his  Morrison  clan  was  originally  from  the  Isle  of  Lewis,
Scotland, while his Irish side, the Clelland clan who married
into  the  Morrison  line,  were  from  County  Down,  Northern
Ireland.

Relationships
Morrison was sought after by many as a photographer’s model,
confidante, romantic partner and sexual conquest. Throughout
his  life  he  had  at  least  several  serious,  ongoing
relationships, and many casual encounters. By many accounts,
he could also be inconsistent with his partners, displaying
what some recall as “a dual personality”.  Doors producer Paul
Rothchild  recalls,  “Jim  really  was  two  very  distinct  and
different people. A Jekyll and Hyde. When he was sober, he was
Jekyll, the most erudite, balanced, friendly kind of guy … He
was Mr. America. When he would start to drink, he’d be okay at
first, then, suddenly, he would turn into a maniac. Turn into
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Hyde.”

Morrison spent the majority of his adult life in an open, and
at times very charged and intense, relationship with Pamela
Courson. They met while both were attending college, and she
encouraged him to develop his poetry. Through to the end,
Courson saw Morrison as more than a rock star, as “a great
poet”; she constantly encouraged him and pushed him to write.
Courson attended his concerts, and focused on supporting his
career. Like Morrison, she was described by many as fiery,
determined and attractive, as someone who was tough despite
appearing fragile. Manzarek called Pamela “Jim’s other half”
and said, “I never knew another person who could so complement
his bizarreness.” Courson was buried by her family as Pamela
Susan Morrison, after Jim Morrison’s death, despite the two
having never been married. After Courson’s death in 1974, and
her parents petitioned the court for inheritance of Morrison’s
estate, the probate court in California decided that she and
Morrison had once had what qualified as a common-law marriage,
despite  neither  having  applied  for  such  status,  and  the
common-law  marriage  not  being  recognized  in  California.
Morrison’s will at the time of his death named Courson as the
sole heir.[ Morrison dedicated his published poetry books The
Lords and New Creatures and the lost writings Wilderness to
her. A number of writers have speculated that songs like “Love
Street”, “Orange County Suite” and “Queen of the Highway”,
among other songs, may have been written about her. Though the
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relationship was “tumultuous” much of the time, and both also
had relationships with others, they always maintained a unique
and ongoing connection with one another, right up until the
end.

One of Morrison’s early significant relationships was with
Mary Werbelow, whom he met on the beach in Florida, when they
were teenagers in 1962. In a 2005 interview with the St.
Petersburg Times, she said Morrison spoke to her before a
photo shoot for the Doors’ fourth album and told her the first
three albums were about her.

Throughout  his  career,  Morrison  had  regular  sexual  and
romantic encounters with fans (including groupies) such as
Pamela  Des  Barres,  as  well  as  ongoing  affairs  with  other
musicians, writers and photographers involved in the music
business. These included Nico, an encounter with singer Grace
Slick  of  Jefferson  Airplane  while  the  two  bands  toured
together,  an  on-again,  off-again  relationship  with  16
Magazine’s Gloria Stavers, as well as an alleged alcohol-
fueled encounter with Janis Joplin.

David Crosby said many years later Morrison treated Joplin
meanly at a party at the Calabasas, California, home of John
Davidson while Davidson was out of town. She reportedly hit
him over the head with a bottle of whiskey in retaliation
during a fight in front of witnesses. Thereafter, whenever
Joplin had a conversation with someone who mentioned Morrison,
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Joplin referred to him as “that a*shole”, never by his first
or last name.

First written about in No One Here Gets Out Alive, Break On
Through, and later in her own memoir, Strange Days: My Life
with and without Jim Morrison, Morrison participated in a
Celtic Pagan handfasting ceremony with rock critic Patricia
Kennealy. The couple signed a handwritten document, and were
declared wed by a Celtic High Priestess and High Priest on
Midsummer’s Night in 1970, but none of the necessary paperwork
for a legal marriage was filed with the state. The couple had
been friends, and then in a long-distance relationship, since
meeting at a private interview for Jazz & Pop magazine in
January 1969. The handfasting ceremony is described in No One
Here Gets Out Alive as a “blending of souls on a karmic and
cosmic plane”. Morrison was also still seeing Pamela Courson
when he was in Los Angeles, and later moved to Paris for the
summer  where  Courson  had  acquired  an  apartment.  In  an
interview in the book Rock Wives, Kennealy says he turned
“really  cold”  when  she  became  pregnant,  leading  her  to
speculate that maybe he hadn’t taken the wedding as seriously
as he’d led her to believe. She also notes that his coldness
and distance was during the trial in Miami, and that “he was
scared to death. They were really out to put him away. Jim was
devastated that he wasn’t getting any public support.” As he
did with so many people, Morrison could be cruel and cold and
then turn warm and loving; he wrote in letters that he was
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planning on returning to her, to New York City, in the fall of
’71. However, Kennealy was skeptical. Morrison seemed to be
falling apart. He was back with Courson in Paris, he was
severely alcoholic and in poor health, and like many, Kennealy
feared he was dying.

At the time of Morrison’s death, there were multiple paternity
actions pending against him, although no claims were made
against his estate by any of the putative paternity claimants.

Artistic influences
Although Morrison’s early education was routinely disrupted as
he moved from school to school, he was drawn to the study of
literature, poetry, religion, philosophy and psychology, among
other  fields.  Biographers  have  consistently  pointed  to  a
number of writers and philosophers who influenced Morrison’s
thinking  and,  perhaps,  his  behavior.  While  still  in  his
adolescence,  Morrison  discovered  the  works  of  German
philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche. He was also drawn to the
poetry  of  William  Blake,  Charles  Baudelaire,  and  Arthur
Rimbaud. Beat Generation writers such as Jack Kerouac and
libertine writers such as the Marquis de Sade also had a
strong  influence  on  Morrison’s  outlook  and  manner  of
expression;  Morrison  was  eager  to  experience  the  life
described in Kerouac’s On the Road.[ He was similarly drawn to
the  work  of  French  writer  Louis-Ferdinand  Céline.[108]
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Céline’s book, Voyage Au Bout de la Nuit (Journey to the End
of the Night) and Blake’s Auguries of Innocence both echo
through one of Morrison’s early songs, “End of the Night”.

Morrison later met and befriended Michael McClure, a well-
known Beat poet. McClure had enjoyed Morrison’s lyrics but was
even  more  impressed  by  his  poetry  and  encouraged  him  to
further develop his craft. Morrison’s vision of performance
was colored by the works of 20th-century French playwright
Antonin  Artaud  (author  of  Theater  and  its  Double)  and  by
Judith Malina and Julian Beck’s Living Theater.

Other works relating to religion, mysticism, ancient myth and
symbolism  were  of  lasting  interest,  particularly  Joseph
Campbell’s The Hero with a Thousand Faces. James Frazer’s The
Golden  Bough  also  became  a  source  of  inspiration  and  is
reflected in the title and lyrics of the song “Not to Touch
the Earth”.  Morrison was particularly attracted to the myths
and religions of Native American cultures.

While he was still at school, his family moved to New Mexico
where he got to see some of the places and artifacts important
to the American Southwest Indigenous cultures. These interests
appear to be the source of many references to creatures and
places such as lizards, snakes, deserts and “ancient lakes”
that appear in his songs and poetry. His interpretation and
imagination of Native American ceremonies and peoples (which,
based on his readings, he referred to by the anthropological
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term  “shamans”)  influenced  his  stage  routine,  notably  in
seeking trance states and vision through dancing to the point
of exhaustion. In particular, Morrison’s poem “The Ghost Song”
was inspired by his readings about the Native American Ghost
Dance.

Morrison’s vocal influences included Elvis Presley and Frank
Sinatra, which is evident in his baritone crooning style on
several  of  the  Doors’  songs.  In  the  1981  documentary  The
Doors: A Tribute to Jim Morrison, producer Paul Rothchild
relates his first impression of Morrison as being a “Rock and
Roll  Bing  Crosby”.  Sugerman  states  that  Morrison,  as  a
teenager, was such a fan of Presley that he demanded silence
when  Elvis  was  on  the  radio.  He  states  that  Sinatra  was
Morrison’s favorite singer. According to record producer David
Anderle,  Morrison  considered  Brian  Wilson  “his  favorite
musician” and the Beach Boys’ 1967 LP Wild Honey “one of his
favorite albums. … he really got into it.”

Wallace Fowlie, professor emeritus of French literature at
Duke University, wrote Rimbaud and Jim Morrison, subtitled
“The Rebel as Poet – A Memoir”. In this, he recounts his
surprise at receiving a fan letter from Morrison who, in 1968,
thanked him for his latest translation of Arthur Rimbaud’s
verse into English. “I don’t read French easily”, he wrote,
“…your book travels around with me.” Fowlie went on to give
lectures  on  numerous  campuses  comparing  the  lives,
philosophies, and poetry of Morrison and Rimbaud. The book The
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Doors by the remaining Doors quotes Morrison’s close friend
Frank Lisciandro as saying that too many people took a remark
of Morrison’s that he was interested in revolt, disorder, and
chaos “to mean that he was an anarchist, a revolutionary, or,
worse yet, a nihilist. Hardly anyone noticed that Jim was
paraphrasing Rimbaud and the Surrealist poets”.

Poetry and film
Morrison began writing in earnest during his adolescence. At
UCLA  he  studied  the  related  fields  of  theater,  film,  and
cinematography. He self-published two separate volumes of his
poetry in 1969, titled The Lords / Notes on Vision and The New
Creatures. The Lords consists primarily of brief descriptions
of places, people, events and Morrison’s thoughts on cinema.
The New Creatures verses are more poetic in structure, feel
and appearance. These two books were later combined into a
single volume titled The Lords and The New Creatures. These
were the only writings published during Morrison’s lifetime.
Morrison befriended Beat poet Michael McClure, who wrote the
afterword for Jerry Hopkins’ biography of Morrison, No One
Here  Gets  Out  Alive.  McClure  and  Morrison  reportedly
collaborated on a number of unmade film projects, including a
film version of McClure’s infamous play The Beard, in which
Morrison would have played Billy the Kid. After his death, a
further two volumes of Morrison’s poetry were published. The
contents of the books were selected and arranged by Morrison’s
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friend, photographer Frank Lisciandro, and girlfriend Pamela
Courson’s parents, who owned the rights to his poetry.

The  Lost  Writings  of  Jim  Morrison  Volume  I  is  titled
Wilderness, and, upon its release in 1988, became an instant
New York Times Bestseller. Volume II, The American Night,
released in 1990, was also a success. Morrison recorded his
own poetry in a professional sound studio on two separate
occasions. The first was in March 1969 in Los Angeles and the
second was on December 8, 1970. The latter recording session
was attended by Morrison’s personal friends and included a
variety of sketch pieces. Some of the segments from the 1969
session were issued on the bootleg album The Lost Paris Tapes
and were later used as part of the Doors’ An American Prayer
album,[ released in 1978. The album reached No. 54 on the
music charts. Some poetry recorded from the December 1970
session  remains  unreleased  to  this  day  and  is  in  the
possession of the Courson family. Morrison’s best-known but
seldom seen cinematic endeavor is HWY: An American Pastoral, a
project he started in 1969. Morrison financed the venture and
formed  his  own  production  company  in  order  to  maintain
complete  control  of  the  project.  Paul  Ferrara,  Frank
Lisciandro, and Babe Hill a*sisted with the project. Morrison
played  the  main  character,  a  hitchhiker  turned  killer/car
thief. Morrison asked his friend, composer/pianist Fred Myrow,
to select the soundtrack for the film.
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Paris Journal
After his death, a notebook of poetry written by Morrison was
recovered,  titled  Paris  Journal;  amongst  other  personal
details, it contains the allegorical foretelling of a man who
will be left grieving and having to abandon his belongings,
due to a police investigation into a death connected to the
Chinese opium trade. “Weeping, he left his pad on orders from
police and furnishings hauled away, all records and mementos,
and reporters calculating tears & curses for the press: ‘I
hope  the  Chinese  junkies  get  you’  and  they  will  for  the
[opium] poppy rules the world”.

The concluding stanzas of this poem convey disappointment for
someone with whom he had had an intimate relationship and
contain a further invocation of Billy the killer/Hitchhiker, a
common character in Morrison’s body of work. “This is my poem
for you, Great flowing funky flower’d beast, Great perfumed
wreck of hell…Someone new in your knickers & who would that
be? You know, You know more, than you let on…Tell them you
came & saw & look’d into my eyes & saw the shadow of the guard
receding, Thoughts in time & out of season The Hitchhiker
stood by the side of the road & levelled his thumb in the calm
calculus of reason.”

In 2013, another of Morrison’s notebooks from Paris, found
alongside the Paris Journal in the same box, known as the 127
Fascination box, sold for $250,000 at auction. This box of
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personal belongings similarly contained a home movie of Pamela
Courson dancing in an unspecified cemetery in Corsica, the
only film so far recovered to have been filmed by Morrison.
The box also housed a number of older notebooks and journals
and  may  initially  have  included  the  “Steno  Pad”  and  the
falsely titled The Lost Paris Tapes bootleg, if they had not
been  separated  from  the  primary  collection  and  sold  by
Philippe Dalecky with this promotional title. Those familiar
with the voices of Morrison’s friends and colleagues later
determined that, contrary to the story advanced by Dalecky
that this was Morrison’s final recording made with busking
Parisian musicians, the Lost Paris Tapes are in fact of “Jomo
&  The  Smoothies”:  Morrison,  friend  Michael  McClure  and
producer Paul Rothchild loose jamming in Los Angeles, well
before Paris 1971.

Grave site
Morrison was buried in Père Lachaise Cemetery in Paris,[ one
of the city’s most visited tourist attractions, where Irish
playwright Oscar Wilde, French cabaret singer Edith Piaf, and
many other poets and artists are also buried. The grave had no
official marker until French officials placed a shield over
it, which was stolen in 1973. The grave was listed in the
cemetery directory with Morrison’s name incorrectly arranged
as “Douglas James Morrison”.

https://harmonicatabs.net/


We share Hamornica Tabs for Free – Our goal is to have a
website where everyone can find and share all of their

Harmonica Tabs in one central location.Please feel free to
look around and post the harp tabs you have or request ones

you are looking for.

In 1981, Croatian sculptor Mladen Mikulin voluntarily placed a
bust of his own design and a new gravestone with Morrison’s
name at the grave to commemorate the tenth anniversary of
Morrison’s death; the bust was defaced through the years by
vandals, and later stolen in 1988. Mikulin made another bust
of Morrison in 1989,[ and a bronze portrait of him in 2001;
neither piece is at the gravesite.

In 1990, Morrison’s father, George Stephen Morrison, after a
consultation with E. Nicholas Genovese, Professor of Classics
and Humanities, San Diego State University, placed a flat
stone on the grave. The bronze plaque thereon bears the Greek
inscription: ΚΑΤΑ ΤΟΝ ΔΑΙΜΟΝΑ ΕΑΥΤΟΥ, usually translated as
“true to his own spirit” or “according to his own daemon”.

Legacy

Musical
Morrison was, and continues to be, one of the most popular and
influential  singer-songwriters  and  iconic  frontmen  in  rock
history.  To  this  day  Morrison  is  widely  regarded  as  the
prototypical  rock  star:  surly,  sexy,  scandalous,  and
mysterious. The leather pants he was fond of wearing both
onstage and off have since become stereotyped as rock-star
apparel. [dubious – discuss] In 2011, a Rolling Stone readers’
pick placed Jim Morrison in fifth place of the magazine’s
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“Best Lead Singers of All Time”. He was also ranked number 22
on Classic Rock magazine’s “50 Greatest Singers in Rock”. In
1993, Morrison was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame as a member of the Doors.

Iggy and the Stooges are said to have formed after lead singer
Iggy Pop was inspired by Morrison while attending a Doors
concert in Ann Arbor, Michigan. One of Pop’s most popular
songs,  “The  Passenger”,  is  said  to  be  based  on  one  of
Morrison’s  poems.  Layne  Staley,  the  vocalist  of  Alice  in
Chains; Morten Harket, The vocalist of A-ha; Eddie Vedder, the
vocalist of Pearl Jam; Scott Weiland, the vocalist of Stone
Temple Pilots, and Velvet Revolver; Glenn Danzig, singer, and
founder of Danzig; Julian Casablancas of the Strokes; James
LaBrie of Dream Theater; Scott Stapp of Creed; and Ville Valo
of  H.I.M.  have  all  said  that  Morrison  was  their  biggest
influence  and  inspiration.  Stone  Temple  Pilots  and  Velvet
Revolver have both covered “Roadhouse Blues” by the Doors.
Weiland  also  filled  in  for  Morrison  to  perform  “Break  On
Through (To the Other Side)” with the rest of the Doors. Stapp
filled in for Morrison for “Light My Fire”, “Riders on the
Storm”  and  “Roadhouse  Blues”  on  VH1  Storytellers;  Travis
Meeks, of Days of the New, also performed “The End”. Creed
performed  their  version  of  “Roadhouse  Blues”  with  Robby
Krieger for the 1999 Woodstock Festival.

Morrison’s recital of his poem “Bird of Prey” can be heard
throughout the song “Sunset” by Fatboy Slim. Rock band Bon
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Jovi featured Morrison’s grave in their “I’ll Sleep When I’m
Dead” video clip. The band Radiohead mentions Jim Morrison in
their song “Anyone Can Play Guitar”, stating “I wanna be wanna
be wanna be Jim Morrison”. Alice Cooper in the liner notes of
the album Killer stated that the song “Desperado” is about Jim
Morrison. The leather trousers of U2’s lead singer Bono’s “The
Fly” persona for the Achtung Baby era and subsequent Zoo TV
Tour is attributed to Jim Morrison. In 2012 electronic music
producer Skrillex released “Breakn’ a Sweat” which contained
vocals from an interview with Jim Morrison.

Morrison was also referenced in the Lana Del Rey song “Gods &
Monsters” in the line “living like Jim Morrison”.

Other
In June 2013, a fossil analysis discovered a large lizard in
Myanmar. The extinct reptile was given the moniker Barbaturex
morrisoni in honor of Morrison. “This is a king lizard, and he
was the lizard king, so it just fit,” said Jason Head, a
paleontologist at the University of Nebraska–Lincoln.

Lyrics
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Neil Young
Key: Any

Genre:

Harp Type: Any

Skill: Any
Neil Percival Young OC OM[4][5] (born November 12, 1945) is a
Canadian-American singer-songwriter, musician, and activist.
After embarking on a music career in the 1960s, he moved to
Los Angeles, joining Buffalo Springfield with Stephen Stills,
Richie Furay and others. Since his early solo albums and those
with his backing band Crazy Horse, Young has been prolific,
recording a steady stream of studio and live albums.

Young has received several Grammy and Juno Awards. The Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame inducted him twice: in 1995 as a solo
artist and in 1997 as a member of Buffalo Springfield.[6] In
2000, Rolling Stone named Young the 34th greatest rock ‘n roll
artist. His guitar work, deeply personal lyrics[7][8][9] and
signature tenor singing voice[10][11] define his long career.
He  also  plays  piano  and  harmonica  on  many  albums,  which
frequently  combine  folk,  rock,  country  and  other  musical
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styles.  His  often  distorted  electric  guitar  playing,
especially  with  Crazy  Horse,  earned  him  the  nickname
“Godfather of Grunge”[12] and led to his 1995 album Mirror
Ball with Pearl Jam. More recently he has been backed by
Promise of the Real.[13] His 21 albums and singles have been
certified Gold and Platinum in U.S by RIAA certification.[14]

Young  directed  (or  co-directed)  films  using  the  pseudonym
Bernard Shakey, including Journey Through the Past (1973),
Rust  Never  Sleeps  (1979),  Human  Highway  (1982),  Greendale
(2003), and CSNY/Déjà Vu (2008). He also contributed to the
soundtracks of the films Philadelphia (1993) and Dead Man
(1995).

Young has lived in California since the 1960s but retains
Canadian citizenship.[15] He was awarded the Order of Manitoba
on July 14, 2006,[5] and was made an Officer of the Order of
Canada on December 30, 2009.[4] He became a United States
citizen, taking dual citizenship, on January 22, 2020.

Early life (1945–1963)
Neil Young[19] was born on November 12, 1945, in Toronto,
Ontario.[20][21]  His  father,  Scott  Alexander  Young
(1918–2005), was a journalist and sportswriter who also wrote
fiction.[22]  His  mother,  Edna  Blow  Ragland  “Rassy”  Young
(1918–1990) was a member of the Daughters of the American
Revolution.[23] Although Canadian, his mother had American and
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French  ancestry.[24]  Young’s  parents  married  in  1940  in
Winnipeg, Manitoba, and their first son, Robert “Bob” Young,
was born in 1942. Shortly after Young’s birth in 1945, his
family  moved  to  rural  Omemee,  Ontario,  which  Young  later
described  fondly  as  a  “sleepy  little  place”.[25]  Young
suffered from polio in 1952 during the last major outbreak of
the  disease  in  Ontario[26]  (the  Canadian  singer-songwriter
Joni  Mitchell,  then  aged  nine,  also  contracted  the  virus
during  this  epidemic).[27]  After  his  recovery,  the  Young
family  vacationed  in  Florida.  During  that  period,  Young
briefly  attended  Faulkner  Elementary  School  in  New  Smyrna
Beach, Florida. In 1952, upon returning to Canada, Young moved
from  Omemee  to  Winnipeg  for  a  year,  before  relocating  to
Toronto  (1957–1960)  and  Pickering  (1956).  Young  became
interested in popular music he heard on the radio.[28] When
Young was twelve, his father, who had had several extramarital
affairs, left his mother. His mother asked for a divorce,
which was granted in 1960.[29] Young went to live with his
mother, who moved back to Winnipeg, while his brother Bob
stayed with his father in Toronto.

During  the  mid-1950s,  Young  listened  to  rock  ‘n  roll,
rockabilly,  doo-wop,  R&B,  country,  and  western  pop.  He
idolized Elvis Presley and later referred to him in a number
of his songs.[32] Other early musical influences included Link
Wray,[33] Jimmy Gilmer and the Fireballs, The Ventures, Cliff
Richard and the Shadows,[34] Chuck Berry, Hank Marvin, Little
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Richard,  Fats  Domino,  The  Chantels,  The  Monotones,  Ronnie
Self,  the  Fleetwoods,  Jerry  Lee  Lewis,  Johnny  Cash,  Roy
Orbison and Gogi Grant.[35] Young first began to play music
himself  on  a  plastic  ukulele,  before,  as  he  would  later
relate, going on to “a better ukulele to a banjo ukulele to a
baritone ukulele – everything but a guitar.”

Career

Early career (1963–1966)
Young and his mother settled into the working-class area of
Fort  Rouge,  Winnipeg,  where  the  shy,  dry-humoured  youth
enrolled at Earl Grey Junior High School. It was there that he
formed his first band, the Jades, and met Ken Koblun. While
attending Kelvin High School in Winnipeg, he played in several
instrumental rock bands, eventually dropping out of school in
favour of a musical career.[37] Young’s first stable band was
The Squires, with Ken Koblun, Jeff Wuckert and Bill Edmondson
on drums, who had a local hit called “The Sultan”. The band
played in Fort William (now part of the city of Thunder Bay,
Ontario), where they recorded a series of demos produced by a
local  producer,  Ray  Dee,  who  Young  called  “the  original
Briggs”.[38] While playing at The Flamingo, Young met Stephen
Stills, whose band the Company was playing the same venue, and
they became friends.[39] The Squires played in several dance
halls and clubs in Winnipeg and Ontario.[40]
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After  leaving  the  Squires,  Young  worked  folk  clubs  in
Winnipeg,  where  he  first  met  Joni  Mitchell.[41]  Mitchell
recalls Young as having been highly influenced by Bob Dylan at
the time.[42] Here he wrote some of his earliest and most
enduring  folk  songs  such  as  “Sugar  Mountain”,  about  lost
youth. Mitchell wrote “The Circle Game” in response.[43] The
Winnipeg  band  The  Guess  Who  (with  Randy  Bachman  as  lead
guitarist) had a Canadian Top 40 hit with Young’s “Flying on
the Ground is Wrong”, which was Young’s first major success as
a songwriter.[44]

In 1965, Young toured Canada as a solo artist. In 1966, while
in Toronto, he joined the Rick James-fronted Mynah Birds. The
band managed to secure a record deal with the Motown label,
but  as  their  first  album  was  being  recorded,  James  was
arrested for being AWOL from the Navy Reserve.[45] After the
Mynah Birds disbanded, Young and the bass player Bruce Palmer
decided  to  pawn  the  group’s  musical  equipment  and  buy  a
Pontiac  hearse,  which  they  used  to  relocate  to  Los
Angeles.[46] Young admitted in a 2009 interview that he was in
the United States illegally until he received a “green card”
(permanent residency permit) in 1970.

Buffalo Springfield (1966–1968)
Once they reached Los Angeles, Young and Palmer met up with
Stephen Stills and Richie Furay after a chance encounter in
traffic on Sunset Boulevard.[46] Along with Dewey Martin, they
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formed  Buffalo  Springfield.  A  mixture  of  folk,  country,
psychedelia, and rock, lent a hard edge by the twin lead
guitars  of  Stills  and  Young,  made  Buffalo  Springfield  a
critical success, and their first record Buffalo Springfield
(1966) sold well after Stills’ topical song “For What It’s
Worth” became a hit, aided by Young’s melodic harmonics played
on electric guitar. According to Rolling Stone, the Rock and
Roll  Hall  of  Fame  and  other  sources,  Buffalo  Springfield
helped create the genres of folk rock and country rock.[48]

Distrust  of  their  management,  as  well  as  the  arrest  and
deportation of Palmer, worsened the already strained relations
among  the  group  members  and  led  to  Buffalo  Springfield’s
demise.  A  second  album,  Buffalo  Springfield  Again,  was
released in late 1967, but two of Young’s three contributions
were solo tracks recorded apart from the rest of the group.

From that album, “Mr. Soul” was the only Young song of the
three that all five members of the group performed together.
“Broken Arrow” features snippets of sound from other sources,
including opening the song with a soundbite of Dewey Martin
singing “Mr. Soul” and closing it with the thumping of a
heartbeat. “Expecting to Fly” featured a string arrangement
that Young’s co-producer for the track, Jack Nitzsche, dubbed
“symphonic pop”.[citation needed]

In May 1968, the band split up for good, but to fulfill a
contractual  obligation,  a  final  studio  album,  Last  Time
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Around, was released. The album was primarily composed of
recordings made earlier that year. Young contributed the songs
“On the Way Home” and “I Am a Child”, singing lead on the
latter. In 1997, the band was inducted into the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame; Young did not appear at the ceremony. The three
surviving members, Furay, Stills, and Young, appeared together
as Buffalo Springfield at Young’s annual Bridge School Benefit
on October 23–24, 2010, and at Bonnaroo in the summer of 2011.
Young also played as a studio session guitarist for some 1968
recordings  by  The  Monkees  which  appeared  on  the  Head  and
Instant Replay albums.

Going solo, Crazy Horse (1968–1969)
After the break-up of Buffalo Springfield, Young signed a solo
deal with Reprise Records, home of his colleague and friend
Joni Mitchell, with whom he shared a manager, Elliot Roberts,
who managed Young until his death in 2019. Young and Roberts
immediately began work on Young’s first solo record, Neil
Young (January 22, 1969),[50] which received mixed reviews. In
a 1970 interview,[51] Young deprecated the album as being
“overdubbed rather than played.” The album contains songs that
remain a staple of his live shows including “The Loner.”

For his next album, Young recruited three musicians from a
band called The Rockets: Danny Whitten on guitar, Billy Talbot
on bass guitar, and Ralph Molina on drums. These three took
the name Crazy Horse (after the historical figure of the same

https://harmonicatabs.net/


We share Hamornica Tabs for Free – Our goal is to have a
website where everyone can find and share all of their

Harmonica Tabs in one central location.Please feel free to
look around and post the harp tabs you have or request ones

you are looking for.

name), and Everybody Knows This Is Nowhere (May 1969), is
credited to “Neil Young with Crazy Horse.” Recorded in just
two weeks, the album includes “Cinnamon Girl”, “Cowgirl in the
Sand”, and “Down by the River.” Young reportedly wrote all
three songs in bed on the same day while nursing a high fever
of 103 °F (39 °C).

Crosby,  Stills,  Nash,  and  Young
(1969–1970)
Shortly after the release of Everybody Knows This Is Nowhere,
Young reunited with Stephen Stills by joining Crosby, Stills &
Nash, who had already released one album Crosby, Stills & Nash
as a trio in May 1969. Young was originally offered a position
as a sideman, but agreed to join only if he received full
membership, and the group – winners of the 1969 “Best New
Artist” Grammy Award – was renamed Crosby, Stills, Nash &
Young.[53] The quartet debuted in Chicago on August 16, 1969,
and later performed at the famous Woodstock Festival, during
which  Young  skipped  the  majority  of  the  acoustic  set  and
refused to be filmed during the electric set, even telling the
cameramen: “One of you f*ckin’ guys comes near me and I’m
gonna f*ckin’ hit you with my guitar”.[54] During the making
of their first album, Déjà Vu (March 11, 1970), the musicians
frequently argued, particularly Young and Stills, who both
fought for control. Stills continued throughout their lifelong
relationship to criticize Young, saying that he “wanted to
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play folk music in a rock band.”[55] Despite the tension,
Young’s  tenure  with  CSN&Y  coincided  with  the  band’s  most
creative and successful period, and greatly contributed to his
subsequent success as a solo artist.

Young wrote “Ohio” following the Kent State massacre on May 4,
1970. The song was quickly recorded by CSN&Y and immediately
released  as  a  single,  even  though  CSN&Y’s  “Teach  Your
Children”  was  still  climbing  the  singles  charts.

After the Gold Rush, acoustic tour and
Harvest (1970–1972)
Later in the year, Young released his third solo album, After
the Gold Rush (August 31, 1970), which featured, among others,
Nils Lofgren, Stephen Stills, and CSNY bassist Greg Reeves.
Young  also  recorded  some  tracks  with  Crazy  Horse,  but
dismissed them early in the sessions. The eventual recording
was less amplified than Everybody Knows This is Nowhere, with
a wider range of sounds. Young’s newfound fame with CSNY made
the album his commercial breakthrough as a solo artist, and it
contains some of his best known work, including “Tell Me Why”
and “Don’t Let It Bring You Down”, the country-influenced
singles “Only Love Can Break Your Heart” and “When You Dance I
Can Really Love”, and the title track, “After the Gold Rush”,
played on piano, with dream-like lyrics that ran a gamut of
subjects  from  drugs  and  interpersonal  relationships  to
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environmental concerns. Young’s bitter condemnation of racism
in the heavy blues-rock song “Southern Man” (along with a
later song entitled “Alabama”) was also controversial with
southerners  in  an  era  of  desegregation,  prompting  Lynyrd
Skynyrd to decry Young by name in the lyrics to their hit
“Sweet Home Alabama.” However, Young said he was a fan of
Skynyrd’s music, and the band’s front man Ronnie Van Zant was
later photographed wearing a Tonight’s the Night T-shirt on
the cover of an album.

In the autumn of 1970, Young began a solo acoustic tour of
North America, during which he played a variety of his Buffalo
Springfield and CSNY songs on guitar and piano, along with
material from his solo albums and a number of new songs. Some
songs premiered by Young on the tour, like “Journey through
the Past”, would never find a home on a studio album, while
other songs, like “See the Sky About to Rain”, would only be
released in coming years. With CSNY splitting up and Crazy
Horse having signed their own record deal, Young’s tour, now
entitled  “Journey  Through  the  Past”,  continued  into  early
1971, and its focus shifted more to newer songs he had been
writing; he famously remarked that having written so many, he
could not think of anything to do but play them. Many gigs
were sold out, including concerts at Carnegie Hall and a pair
of acclaimed hometown shows at Toronto’s Massey Hall, which
were  taped  for  a  planned  live  album.  The  shows  became
legendary among Young fans, and the recordings were officially
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released  nearly  40  years  later  as  an  official  bootleg  in
Young’s Archive series.

Near the end of his tour, Young performed one of the new
acoustic songs on the Johnny Cash TV show. “The Needle and the
Damage Done”, a somber lament on the pain caused by heroin
addiction, had been inspired in part by Crazy Horse member
Danny Whitten, who eventually died while battling his drug
problems.[56][57]  While  in  Nashville  for  the  Cash  taping,
Young accepted the invitation of Quadrafonic Sound Studios
owner Elliot Mazer to record tracks there with a group of
country-music session musicians who were pulled together at
the last minute. Making a connection with them, he christened
them The Stray Gators, and began playing with them. Befitting
the immediacy of the project, Linda Ronstadt and James Taylor
were brought in from the Cash taping to do background vocals.
Against the advice of his producer David Briggs, he scrapped
plans  for  the  imminent  release[58]  of  the  live  acoustic
recording  in  favour  of  a  studio  album  consisting  of  the
Nashville sessions, electric-guitar oriented sessions recorded
later in his barn, and two recordings made with the London
Symphony Orchestra at Barking (credited as Barking Town Hall
and  now  the  Broadway  Theatre)  during  March  1971.[59]  The
result was Young’s fourth album, Harvest (February 14, 1972).
The only remnant left of the original live concept was the
album’s live acoustic performance of “Needle and the Damage
Done.”
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After his success with CSNY, Young purchased a ranch in the
rural  hills  above  Woodside  and  Redwood  City  in  Northern
California (“Broken Arrow Ranch”, where he lived until his
divorce in 2014.[60]). He wrote the song “Old Man” in honor of
the land’s longtime caretaker, Louis Avila. The song “A Man
Needs a Maid” was inspired by his relationship with actress
Carrie Snodgress. “Heart of Gold” was released as the first
single from Harvest, the only No. 1 hit in his career. “Old
Man” was also popular.

The  album’s  recording  had  been  almost  accidental.  Its
mainstream  success  caught  Young  off  guard,  and  his  first
instinct was to back away from stardom. In the Decade (1977)
compilation, Young chose to include his greatest hits from the
period, but his handwritten liner notes famously described
“Heart of Gold” as the song that “put me in the middle of the
road. Traveling there soon became a bore, so I headed for the
ditch.  A  rougher  ride  but  I  saw  more  interesting  people
there.”

The  “Ditch”  Trilogy  and  personal
struggles (1972–1974)
Although a new tour with The Stray Gators (now augmented by
Danny Whitten) had been planned to follow up on the success of
Harvest, it became apparent during rehearsals that Whitten
could not function due to drug abuse. On November 18, 1972,
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shortly after he was fired from the tour preparations, Whitten
was found dead of an apparent alcohol/diazepam overdose. Young
described the incident to Rolling Stone’s Cameron Crowe in
1975:[61] “[We] were rehearsing with him and he just couldn’t
cut it. He couldn’t remember anything. He was too out of it.
Too far gone. I had to tell him to go back to L.A. ‘It’s not
happening, man. You’re not together enough.’ He just said,
‘I’ve got nowhere else to go, man. How am I gonna tell my
friends?’ And he split. That night the coroner called me from
L.A. and told me he’d OD’d. That blew my mind. I loved Danny.
I felt responsible. And from there, I had to go right out on
this huge tour of huge arenas. I was very nervous and …
insecure.”

On  the  tour,  Young  struggled  with  his  voice  and  the
performance  of  drummer  Kenny  Buttrey,  a  noted  Nashville
session musician who was unaccustomed to performing in the
hard rock milieu; Buttrey was eventually replaced by former
CSNY drummer Johnny Barbata, while David Crosby and Graham
Nash contributed rhythm guitar and backing vocals to the final
dates of the tour. The album a*sembled in the aftermath of
this incident, Time Fades Away (October 15, 1973), has often
been described by Young as “[his] least favorite record”, and
was not officially released on CD until 2017 (as part of
Young’s Official Release Series). Nevertheless, Young and his
band tried several new musical approaches in this period. Time
Fades Away, for instance, was recorded live, although it was
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an album of new material, an approach Young would repeat with
more success later on. Time was the first of three consecutive
commercial  failures  which  would  later  become  known
collectively to fans as the “Ditch Trilogy”, as contrasted
with the more middle-of-the-road pop of Harvest (1972).[62]
These  subsequent  albums  were  seen  as  more  challenging
expressions of Young’s inner conflicts on achieving success,
expressing both the specific struggles of his friends and
himself,  and  the  decaying  idealism  of  his  generation  in
America at the time.

In the second half of 1973, Young formed The Santa Monica
Flyers, with Crazy Horse’s rhythm section augmented by Nils
Lofgren  on  guitar  and  piano  and  Harvest/Time  Fades  Away
veteran Ben Keith on pedal steel guitar. Deeply affected by
the drug-induced deaths of Whitten and roadie Bruce Berry,
Young  recorded  an  album  specifically  inspired  by  the
incidents, Tonight’s the Night (June 20, 1975). The album’s
dark tone and rawness led Reprise to delay its release and
Young had to pressure them for two years before they would do
so.[63] While his record company was stalling, Young recorded
another album, On the Beach (July 16, 1974), which presented a
more melodic, acoustic sound at times, including a recording
of the older song “See the Sky About to Rain”, but dealt with
similarly  dark  themes  such  as  the  collapse  of  1960s  folk
ideals, the downside of success and the underbelly of the
Californian lifestyle. Like Time Fades Away, it sold poorly
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but eventually became a critical favorite, presenting some of
Young’s most original work. A review of the 2003 re-release on
CD  of  On  the  Beach  described  the  music  as  “mesmerizing,
harrowing, lucid, and bleary”.[64]

After completing On the Beach, Young reunited with Harvest
producer  Elliot  Mazer  to  record  another  acoustic  album,
Homegrown. Most of the songs were written after Young’s break-
up with Carrie Snodgress, and thus the tone of the album was
somewhat  dark.  Though  Homegrown  was  reportedly  entirely
complete, Young decided, not for the first or last time in his
career, to drop it and release something else instead, in this
case, Tonight’s the Night, at the suggestion of Band bassist
Rick Danko.[65] Young further explained his move by saying:
“It was a little too personal … it scared me”.[65] Most of the
songs from Homegrown were later incorporated into other Young
albums while the original album was not released until 2020.
Tonight’s  the  Night,  when  finally  released  in  1975,  sold
poorly, as had the previous albums of the “ditch” trilogy, and
received mixed reviews at the time, but is now regarded as a
landmark album. In Young’s own opinion, it was the closest he
ever came to art.

Reunions, retrospectives and Rust Never
Sleeps (1974–1979)
Young reunited with Crosby, Stills, and Nash after a four-year
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hiatus in the summer of 1974 for a concert tour which was
recorded and released in 2014 as CSNY 1974. It was one of the
first ever stadium tours, and the largest tour in which Young
has participated to date.[67]

In 1975, Young reformed Crazy Horse with Frank Sampedro on
guitar as his backup band for his eighth album, Zuma (November
10, 1975). Many of the songs dealt with the theme of failed
relationships; “Cortez the Killer”, a retelling of the Spanish
conquest of Mexico from the viewpoint of the Aztecs, may also
be heard as an allegory of love lost. Zuma’s closing track,
“Through  My  Sails”,  was  the  only  released  fragment  from
aborted sessions with Crosby, Stills and Nash for another
group album.

In 1976, Young reunited with Stephen Stills for the album Long
May You Run (September 20, 1976), credited to The Stills-Young
Band; the follow-up tour was ended midway through by Young,
who sent Stills a telegram that read: “Funny how some things
that start spontaneously end that way. Eat a peach, Neil.”

In 1976, Young performed with Bob Dylan, Joni Mitchell, and
numerous other rock musicians in the high-profile all-star
concert The Last Waltz, the final performance by The Band. The
release of Martin Scorsese’s movie of the concert was delayed
while Scorsese unwillingly re-edited it to obscure the lump of
cocaine that was clearly visible hanging from Young’s nose
during his performance of “Helpless”.[69] American Stars ‘n
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Bars (June 13, 1977) contained two songs originally recorded
for the Homegrown album, “Homegrown” and “Star of Bethlehem”,
as well as newer material, including the future concert staple
“Like a Hurricane”. Performers on the record included Linda
Ronstadt, Emmylou Harris and Young protégé Nicolette Larson
along  with  Crazy  Horse.  In  1977,  Young  also  released  the
compilation  Decade,  a  personally  selected  set  of  songs
spanning every aspect of his work, including a handful of
previously  unreleased  songs.  The  record  included  less
commercial  album  tracks  alongside  radio  hits.

Comes a Time (October 2, 1978), Young’s first entirely new
solo recording since the mid-1970s, also featured Larson and
Crazy  Horse.  The  album  became  Young’s  most  commercially
accessible album in quite some time and marked a return to his
folk roots, including a cover of Ian Tyson’s “Four Strong
Winds”, a song Young a*sociated with his childhood in Canada.
Another of the album’s songs, “Lotta Love”, was also recorded
by Larson, with her version reaching number 8 on the Billboard
Hot 100 in February 1979. In 1978, much of the filming was
done for Young’s film Human Highway, which took its name from
a song featured on Comes a Time. Over four years, Young would
spend $3,000,000 of his own money on production (US$11,759,694
in 2019 dollars[70]). This also marked the beginning of his
brief  collaboration  with  the  post-punk  band  Devo,  whose
members appeared in the film.[71]

Young set out in 1978 on the lengthy “Rust Never Sleeps” tour,
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in which he played a wealth of new material. Each concert was
divided into a solo acoustic set and an electric set with
Crazy Horse. The electric sets, featuring an abrasive style of
playing, were influenced by the punk rock zeitgeist of the
late  1970s  and,  provided  a  stark  contrast  from  Young’s
previous, folk-inspired album Comes a Time.[72] Two new songs,
the acoustic “My My, Hey Hey (Out of the Blue)” and electric
“Hey Hey, My My (Into the Black)” were the centerpiece of the
new material. Young had collaborated with the art punk band
Devo  on  a  cacophonous  version  of  Hey  Hey,  My  My  at  the
Different  Fur  studio  in  San  Francisco  and,  would  later
introduce  the  song  to  Crazy  Horse.[73]  The  lyrics,  “It’s
better to burn out than to fade away.” were widely quoted by
his peers and by critics.[73] The album has also widely been
considered a precursor of grunge music and many grunge artists
have said they were inspired by Young’s distorted guitars on
the B side to this album. Young also compared the rise of
Johnny Rotten with that of the recently deceased “King” Elvis
Presley, who himself had once been disparaged as a dangerous
influence only to later become an icon. Rotten returned the
favour by playing one of Young’s songs, “Revolution Blues”
from On the Beach, on a London radio show, an early sign of
Young’s  eventual  embrace  by  a  number  of  punk-influenced
alternative musicians.[74]

Young’s two accompanying albums Rust Never Sleeps (July 2,
1979; new material, culled from live recordings, but featuring
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studio overdubs) and Live Rust (November 19, 1979) (a mixture
of old and new, and a genuine concert recording) captured the
two sides of the concerts, with solo acoustic songs on side A,
and fierce, uptempo, electric songs on side B. A movie version
of the concerts, also called Rust Never Sleeps (1979), was
directed by Young under the pseudonym “Bernard Shakey”. Young
worked with rock artist Jim Evans to create the poster art for
the film, using the Star Wars Jawas as a theme. Young’s work
since Harvest (1972) had alternated between being rejected by
mass audiences and being seen as backward-looking by critics,
sometimes both at once, and now he was suddenly viewed as
relevant  by  a  new  generation,  who  began  to  discover  his
earlier work. Readers and critics of Rolling Stone voted him
Artist of the Year for 1979 (along with The Who), selected
Rust Never Sleeps as Album of the Year, and voted him Male
Vocalist of the Year as well.[75] The Village Voice named Rust
Never Sleeps as the year’s winner in the Pazz & Jop Poll, a
survey of nationwide critics, and honored Young as the Artist
of the Decade. The Warner Music Vision release on VHS of Rust
Never Sleeps in 1987 had a running time of 116 minutes, and
although fully manufactured in Germany, was initially imported
from there by the markets throughout Europe.

Experimental years (1980–1988)
At the start of the decade, distracted by medical concerns
relating to the cerebral palsy of his son, Ben, Young had
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little  time  to  spend  on  writing  and  recording.[76]  After
providing the incidental music to a 1980 biographical film of
Hunter S. Thompson entitled Where the Buffalo Roam, Young
released Hawks & Doves (November 3, 1980), a short record
pieced together from sessions going back to 1974.[76]

1981’s Re·ac·tor, an electric album recorded with Crazy Horse,
also included material from the 1970s.[77] Young did not tour
in support of either album; in total, he played only one show,
a set at the 1980 Bread and Roses Festival in Berkeley,[78]
between the end of his 1978 tour with Crazy Horse and the
start of his tour with the Trans Band in mid-1982.[citation
needed]

The  1982  album  Trans,  which  incorporated  vocoders,
synthesizers, and electronic beats, was Young’s first for the
new label Geffen Records (distributed at the time by Warner
Bros. Records, whose parent Warner Music Group owns most of
Young’s solo and band catalogue) and represented a distinct
stylistic departure. Young later revealed that an inspiration
for the album was the theme of technology and communication
with his son Ben, who has severe cerebral palsy and cannot
speak.[80]  An  extensive  tour  preceded  the  release  of  the
album, and was documented by the video Neil Young in Berlin,
which saw release in 1986. MTV played the video for “Sample
and Hold” in light rotation. The entire song contained “robot
vocals” by Young and Nils Lofgren.[citation needed] The song
“After Berlin” as seen in that video, was the only time Neil
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Young has ever performed the song.

Young’s  next  album,  1983’s  Everybody’s  Rockin’,  included
several rockabilly covers and clocked in at less than twenty-
five minutes in length. Young was backed by the Shocking Pinks
for the supporting US tour. Trans (1982) had already drawn the
ire of label head David Geffen for its lack of commercial
appeal,  and  with  Everybody’s  Rockin’  following  only  seven
months  later,  Geffen  Records  sued  Young  for  making  music
“unrepresentative” of himself.[81] The album was also notable
as the first for which Young made commercial music videos –
Tim Pope directed the videos for “Wonderin'” and “Cry, Cry,
Cry”. Also premiered in 1983, though little seen, was Human
Highway.  Co-directed  and  co-written  by  Young,  the  long-
gestating eclectic comedy starred Young, Dean Stockwell, Russ
Tamblyn, Dennis Hopper, David Blue, Sally Kirkland, Charlotte
Stewart and members of Devo.[citation needed]

The first year without a Neil Young album since the start of
Young’s musical career with Buffalo Springfield in 1966 was in
1984. Young’s lack of productivity was largely due to the
ongoing  legal  battle  with  Geffen,  although  he  was  also
frustrated that the label had rejected his 1982 country album
Old Ways.[82] It was also the year when Young’s third child
was  born,  a  girl  named  Amber  Jean.  Later  diagnosed  with
inherited epilepsy, Amber Jean was Neil and Pegi’s second
child together.[citation needed]
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Young spent most of 1984 and all of 1985 touring for Old Ways
(August 12, 1985) with his country band, the International
Harvesters. The album was finally released in an altered form
midway through 1985. Young also appeared at that year’s Live
Aid concert in Philadelphia, collaborating with Crosby, Stills
and Nash for the quartet’s first performance for a paying
audience in over ten years.[citation needed]

Young’s last two albums for Geffen were more conventional in
the genre, although they incorporated production techniques
like  synthesizers  and  echoing  drums  that  were  previously
uncommon in Young’s music. Young recorded 1986’s Landing on
Water without Crazy Horse but reunited with the band for the
subsequent year-long tour and final Geffen album, Life, which
emerged  in  1987.  Young’s  album  sales  dwindled  steadily
throughout the eighties; today Life remains his all-time-least
successful  studio  album,  with  an  estimated  four  hundred
thousand sales worldwide.[83]

Switching  back  to  his  old  label  Reprise  Records,  Young
continued to tour relentlessly, a*sembling a new blues band
called  The  Bluenotes  in  mid-1987  (a  legal  dispute  with
musician Harold Melvin forced the eventual rechristening of
the band as Ten Men Working midway through the tour). The
addition of a brass section provided a new jazzier sound, and
the title track of 1988’s This Note’s For You became Young’s
first hit single of the decade. Accompanied by a video that
parodied corporate rock, the pretensions of advertising, and
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Michael Jackson, the song was initially unofficially banned by
MTV for mentioning the brand names of some of their sponsors.
Young wrote an open letter, “What does the M in MTV stand for:
music or money?” Despite this, the video was eventually named
best  video  of  the  year  by  the  network  in  1989.[84]  By
comparison, the major music cable network of Young’s home
nation, Muchmusic, ran the video immediately.[citation needed]

Young reunited with Crosby, Stills, and Nash to record the
1988 album American Dream and play two benefit concerts late
in the year, but the group did not embark upon a full tour.
The  album  was  only  the  second-ever  studio  record  for  the
quartet.

Return to prominence (1989–1999)
Young’s 1989 single “Rockin’ in the Free World”, which hit No.
2  on  the  US  mainstream-rock  charts,  and  accompanying  the
album,  Freedom,  rocketed  him  back  into  the  popular
consciousness  after  a  decade  of  sometimes-difficult  genre
experiments. The album’s lyrics were often overtly political;
“Rockin’  in  the  Free  World”  deals  with  homelessness,
terrorism,  and  environmental  degradation,  implicitly
criticizing the government policies of President George H.W.
Bush.[85]

The use of heavy feedback and distortion on several Freedom
tracks was reminiscent of the Rust Never Sleeps (1979) album
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and foreshadowed the imminent rise of grunge. The rising stars
of the genre, including Nirvana’s Kurt Cobain and Pearl Jam’s
Eddie Vedder, frequently cited Young as a major influence,
contributing to his popular revival. A tribute album called
The Bridge: A Tribute to Neil Young was released in 1989,
featuring  covers  by  alternative  and  grunge  acts  including
Sonic Youth, Nick Cave, Soul Asylum, Dinosaur Jr, and the
Pixies.

Young’s 1990 album Ragged Glory, recorded with Crazy Horse in
a  barn  on  his  Northern  California  ranch,  continued  this
distortion-heavy esthetic. Young toured for the album with
Orange County, California country-punk band Social Distortion
and alternative rock pioneers Sonic Youth as support, much to
the consternation of many of his old fans.[86] Weld, a two-
disc  live  album  documenting  the  tour,  was  released  in
1991.[86] Sonic Youth’s influence was most evident on Arc, a
35-minute collage of feedback and distortion spliced together
at  the  suggestion  of  Sonic  Youth’s  Thurston  Moore  and
originally  packaged  with  some  versions  of  Weld.[86]

1992’s Harvest Moon marked an abrupt return to the country and
folk-rock stylings of Harvest (1972) and reunited him with
some of the musicians from that album, including singers Linda
Ronstadt and James Taylor. The title track was a minor hit,
and the record was well received by critics, winning the Juno
Award for Album of the Year in 1994. Young also contributed to
Randy  Bachman’s  nostalgic  1992  tune  “Prairie  Town”,  and
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garnered  a  1993  Academy  Award  nomination  for  his  song
“Philadelphia”,  from  the  soundtrack  of  the  Jonathan  Demme
movie of the same name. An MTV Unplugged performance and album
emerged in 1993. Later that year, Young collaborated with
Booker T. and the M.G.s for a summer tour of Europe and North
America, with Blues Traveler, Soundgarden, and Pearl Jam also
on the bill. Some European shows ended with a rendition of
“Rockin’  in  the  Free  World”  played  with  Pearl  Jam,
foreshadowing  their  eventual  full-scale  collaboration  two
years later.

In 1994 Young again collaborated with Crazy Horse for Sleeps
with Angels, a record whose dark, somber mood was influenced
by Kurt Cobain’s death earlier that year: the title track in
particular  dealt  with  Cobain’s  life  and  death,  without
mentioning him by name. Cobain had quoted Young’s lyric “It’s
better to burn out than fade away” (a line from “My My, Hey
Hey”) in his suicide note. Young had reportedly made repeated
attempts to contact Cobain prior to his death.[87] Young and
Pearl  Jam  performed  “Act  of  Love”  at  an  abortion  rights
benefit along with Crazy Horse, and were present at a Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame dinner, sparking interest in a collaboration
between the two.[88] Still enamored with the grunge scene,
Young reconnected with Pearl Jam in 1995 for the live-in-the-
studio album Mirror Ball and a tour of Europe with the band
and producer Brendan O’Brien backing Young. 1995 also marked
Young’s induction into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, where
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he was inducted by Eddie Vedder.

 

Young has consistently demonstrated the unbridled passion of
an artist who understands that self-renewal is the only way
to avoid burning out. For this reason, he has remained one of
the most significant artists of the rock and roll era.

— Rock and Roll Hall of Fame website.

In 1995, Young and his manager Elliot Roberts founded a record
label, Vapor Records.[91] It has released recordings by Tegan
and Sara, Spoon, Jonathan Richman, Vic Chesnutt, Everest, Pegi
Young, Jets Overhead, and Young himself, among others.[91]

Young’s next collaborative partner was filmmaker Jim Jarmusch,
who asked Young to compose a soundtrack to his 1995 black-and-
white western film Dead Man. Young’s instrumental soundtrack
was improvised while he watched the film alone in a studio.
The  death  of  longtime  mentor,  friend,  and  producer  David
Briggs in late 1995 prompted Young to reconnect with Crazy
Horse the following year for the album and tour Broken Arrow.
A Jarmusch-directed concert film and live album of the tour,
Year of the Horse, emerged in 1997. From 1996 to 1997 Young
and Crazy Horse toured extensively throughout Europe and North
America,  including  a  stint  as  part  of  the  H.O.R.D.E.
Festival’s  sixth  annual  tour.
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In 1998, Young renewed his collaboration with the rock band
Phish, sharing the stage at the annual Farm Aid concert and
then  at  Young’s  Bridge  School  Benefit,  where  he  joined
headliners Phish for renditions of “Helpless” and “I Shall Be
Released”.[92] Phish declined Young’s later invitation to be
his backing band on his 1999 North American tour.

The decade ended with the release in late 1999 of Looking
Forward, another reunion with Crosby, Stills, and Nash. The
subsequent  tour  of  the  United  States  and  Canada  with  the
reformed super quartet earned US$42.1 million, making it the
eighth largest grossing tour of 2000.

Continued activism and brush with death
(2000s)
Neil Young continued to release new material at a rapid pace
through the first decade of the new millennium. The studio
album Silver & Gold and live album Road Rock Vol. 1 were
released in 2000 and were both accompanied by live concert
films. His 2001 single “Let’s Roll” was a tribute to the
victims of the September 11 attacks, and the effective action
taken  by  the  passengers  and  crew  on  Flight  93  in
particular.[93] At the “America: A Tribute to Heroes” benefit
concert for the victims of the attacks, Young performed John
Lennon’s  “Imagine”  and  accompanied  Eddie  Vedder  and  Mike
McCready on “Long Road”, a Pearl Jam song that was written
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with Young during the Mirrorball sessions. “Let’s Roll” was
included  on  2002’s  Are  You  Passionate?,  an  album  mostly
composed of mellow love songs dedicated to Young’s wife, Pegi,
backed by Booker T. & the M.G.s.[citation needed]

In 2003, Young released Greendale, a concept album recorded
with Crazy Horse members Billy Talbot and Ralph Molina. The
songs loosely revolved around the murder of a police officer
in a small town in California and its effects on the town’s
inhabitants.[94] Under the pseudonym “Bernard Shakey”, Young
directed an accompanying film of the same name, featuring
actors lip-synching to the music from the album. He toured
extensively with the Greendale material throughout 2003 and
2004, first with a solo, acoustic version in Europe, then with
a full-cast stage show in North America, Japan, and Australia.
Young  began  using  biodiesel  on  the  2004  Greendale  tour,
powering  his  trucks  and  tour  buses  with  the  fuel.  “Our
Greendale tour is now ozone friendly”, he said. “I plan to
continue to use this government approved and regulated fuel
exclusively  from  now  on  to  prove  that  it  is  possible  to
deliver the goods anywhere in North America without using
foreign  oil,  while  being  environmentally  responsible.”[95]
Young spent the latter portion of 2004 giving a series of
intimate acoustic concerts in various cities with his wife,
who is a trained vocalist and guitar player.

In March 2005, while working on the Prairie Wind album in
Nashville, Young was diagnosed with a brain aneurysm. He was
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treated  successfully  with  a  minimally  invasive
neuroradiological procedure, performed in a New York hospital
on March 29,[96] but two days afterwards he passed out on a
New York street from bleeding from the femoral artery, which
radiologists  had  used  to  access  the  aneurysm.[97]  The
complication forced Young to cancel his scheduled appearance
at the Juno Awards telecast in Winnipeg, but within months he
was back on stage, appearing at the close of the Live 8
concert in Barrie, Ontario, on July 2. During the performance,
he debuted a new song, a soft hymn called “When God Made Me”.
Young’s brush with death influenced Prairie Wind’s themes of
retrospection and mortality.[98] The album’s live premiere in
Nashville was recorded by filmmaker Jonathan Demme in the 2006
film Neil Young: Heart of Gold.[citation needed]

Young’s renewed activism manifested itself in the 2006 album
Living with War, which like the much earlier song “Ohio”, was
recorded and released in less than a month as a direct result
of current events.[99] In early 2006, three years after the
U.S. invasion of Iraq, the sectarian war and casualties there
were  escalating.  While  doing  errands  on  a  visit  to  his
daughter, Young had seen a newspaper photo of wounded U.S.
veterans on a transport plane to Germany, and noticing that
the same paper devoted little actual coverage to the story, he
was unable to get the image out of his head, realizing the
suffering  caused  to  families  by  the  war  had  not  truly
registered to him and most Americans who were not directly
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affected by it. Young cried, and immediately got his guitar
out and began to write multiple songs at once. Within a few
days he had completed work and a*sembled a band. He later said
he had restrained himself for a long time from writing any
protest songs, waiting for someone younger, with a different
perspective, but no one seemed to be saying anything.[citation
needed]

Most of the album’s songs rebuked the Bush administration’s
policy of war by examining its human costs to soldiers, their
loved ones, and civilians, but Young also included a few songs
on  other  themes,  and  an  outright  protest  titled,  “Let’s
Impeach the President”,[100] in which he stated that Bush had
lied to lead the country into war. Young’s lyrics in another
song named Illinois Senator Barack Obama, who had not declared
any intention to run for president at the time and was widely
unexpected  to  be  able  to  win  either  the  Democratic  Party
nomination or a general election, as potentially a replacement
for Bush. That summer, Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young reunited
for the supporting “Freedom of Speech Tour ’06”, in which they
played Young’s new protest songs alongside the group’s older
material,  meeting  with  both  enthusiasm  and  anger  from
different  fans,  some  of  whom  were  supportive  of  Bush
politically. CSNY Déjà Vu, a concert film of the tour directed
by  Young  himself,  was  released  in  2008,  along  with  an
accompanying  live  album.[citation  needed]

While Young had never been a stranger to eco-friendly lyrics,
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themes of environmentalist spirituality and activism became
increasingly prominent in his work throughout the 1990s and
2000s, especially on Greendale (2003)[101] and Living with War
(2006).[102] The trend continued on 2007’s Chrome Dreams II,
with lyrics exploring Young’s personal eco-spirituality.[103]
Also in 2007, Young accepted an invitation to participate in
Goin’ Home: A Tribute to Fats Domino, contributing his version
of “Walking to New Orleans”.[citation needed]

Young  remains  on  the  board  of  directors  of  Farm  Aid,  an
organization  he  co-founded  with  Willie  Nelson  and  John
Mellencamp  in  1985.  According  to  its  website,  it  is  the
longest running concert benefit series in the U.S. and it has
raised $43 million since its first benefit concert in 1985.
Each year, Young co-hosts and performs with well-known guest
performers who include Dave Matthews and producers who include
Evelyn  Shriver  and  Mark  Rothbaum,  at  the  Farm  Aid  annual
benefit concerts to raise funds and provide grants to family
farms and prevent foreclosures, provide a crisis hotline, and
create and promote home grown farm food in the United States.

In 2008, Young revealed his latest project, the production of
a hybrid-engine 1959 Lincoln called LincVolt.[105] A new album
loosely based on the Lincvolt project, Fork in the Road, was
released on April 7, 2009.[106] The album, partly composed of
love songs to the car, also commented on the economic crisis,
with one narrator attacking the Wall Street bailouts enacted
in late 2008. Unfortunately, the car caught fire in November
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2010, in a California warehouse, and along the way it burned
an  estimated  US$850,000  worth  of  Young’s  rock  and  roll
memorabilia collection. Initial reports suggest the fire might
have  been  triggered  by  an  error  in  the  vehicle’s  plug-in
charging system. Young blamed the fire on human error and said
he and his team were committed to rebuilding the car. “The
wall charging system was not completely tested and had never
been left unattended. A mistake was made. It was not the fault
of the car”, he said.[citation needed]

A Jonathan Demme concert film from a 2007 concert at the Tower
Theater in Upper Darby, Pennsylvania, called the Neil Young
Trunk  Show  premiered  on  March  21,  2009,  at  the  South  by
Southwest  (SXSW)  Film  Conference  and  Festival  in  Austin,
Texas. It was featured at the Cannes Film Festival on May 17,
2009 and was released in the U.S. on March 19, 2010[107] to
critical acclaim.[108][109][110] Young guested on the album
Potato  Hole,  released  on  April  21,  2009  by  Memphis  organ
player Booker T. Jones, of Booker T. & the MGs fame. Young
plays guitar on nine of the album’s ten instrumental tracks,
alongside  Drive-By  Truckers,  who  already  had  three  guitar
players, giving some songs on the album a total of five guitar
tracks.  Jones  contributed  guitars  on  a  couple  of
tracks.[citation  needed]

In 2009, Young headlined the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage
Festival, and Glastonbury Festival in Pilton, England,[111] at
Hard Rock Calling in London (where he was joined onstage by
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Paul McCartney for a rendition of “A Day in the Life”) and,
after years of unsuccessful booking attempts, the Isle of
Wight Festival[112] in addition to performances at the Big Day
Out festival in New Zealand and Australia and the Primavera
Sound Festival in Barcelona.[citation needed]

Young has been a vocal opponent of the proposed Keystone XL
oil pipeline, which would run from Alberta to Texas. When
discussing the environmental impact on the oilsands of Fort
McMurray, Alberta, Young a*serted that the area now resembles
the Japanese city of Hiroshima in the aftermath of the atomic
bomb attack of World War II.[113] Young has referred to issues
surrounding the proposed use of oil pipelines as “scabs on our
lives”.[113] In an effort to become more involved, Young has
worked directly with the Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation to
draw attention to this issue, performing benefit concerts and
speaking publicly on the subject. In 2014, he played four
shows  in  Canada  dedicated  to  the  Honor  the  Treaties[114]
movement,  raising  money  for  the  Athabasca  Chipewyan  legal
defence  fund.[115]  In  2015,  he  and  Willie  Nelson  held  a
festival in Neligh, Nebraska, called Harvest the Hope, raising
awareness of the impact of tar sands and oil pipelines on
Native Americans and family farmers. Both received honours
from leaders of the Rosebud, Oglala Lakota, Ponca and Omaha
nations, and were invested with sacred buffalo robes.[116]

Young participated in the Blue Dot Tour, which was organized
and fronted by environmental activist David Suzuki, and toured

https://harmonicatabs.net/


We share Hamornica Tabs for Free – Our goal is to have a
website where everyone can find and share all of their

Harmonica Tabs in one central location.Please feel free to
look around and post the harp tabs you have or request ones

you are looking for.

all 10 Canadian provinces alongside other Canadian artists
including the Barenaked Ladies, Feist, and Robert Bateman. The
intent of Young’s participation in this tour was to raise
awareness  of  the  environmental  damage  caused  by  the
exploitation of tar sands. Young has argued that the amount of
CO2 released as a byproduct of tar-sand oil extraction is
equivalent to the amount released by the total number of cars
in  Canada  each  day.[117]  Young  has  faced  criticism  by
representatives from within the Canadian petroleum industry,
who have argued that his statements are irresponsible.[113]
Young’s opposition to the construction of oil pipelines has
influenced his music as well. His song, “Who’s Going to Stand
Up?” was written to protest this issue, and features the lyric
“Ban fossil fuel and draw the line / Before we build one more
pipeline”.[113]

In  addition  to  directly  criticizing  members  of  the  oil
industry, Young has also focused blame on the actions of the
Canadian government for ignoring the environmental impacts of
climate change. He referred to Canadian Prime Minister Stephen
Harper as “an embarrassment to many Canadians …[and] a very
poor imitation of the George Bush administration in the United
States”.[117] Young has also been critical of Barack Obama’s
government for failing to uphold the promises made regarding
environmental policies during his election campaign.[117]

Young recorded “A Rock Star Bucks a Coffee Shop” in response
to Starbucks’ possible involvement with Monsanto and use of
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genetically-modified food.[118][119] The song was included on
his concept album called The Monsanto Years.

Recent years (2010s and beyond)
On January 22, 2010, Young performed “Long May You Run” on the
final episode of The Tonight Show with Conan O’Brien. On the
same night, he and Dave Matthews performed the Hank Williams
song “Alone and Forsaken”, for the Hope for Haiti Now: A
Global  Benefit  for  Earthquake  Relief  charity  telethon,  in
response to the 2010 Haiti earthquake. Young also performed
“Long May You Run” at the closing ceremony of the 2010 Olympic
winter games in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. In May
2010, it was revealed Young had begun working on a new studio
album produced by Daniel Lanois. This was announced by David
Crosby, who said that the album “will be a very heartfelt
record. I expect it will be a very special record.”[121] On
May 18, 2010, Young embarked upon a North American solo tour
to promote his then upcoming album, Le Noise, playing a mix of
older  songs  and  new  material.  Although  billed  as  a  solo
acoustic  tour,  Young  also  played  some  songs  on  electric
guitars, including Old Black.[122] Young continued his Twisted
Road tour with a short East Coast venture during spring 2011.
Young also contributed vocals to the Elton John–Leon Russell
album The Union, singing the second stanza on the track “Gone
to Shiloh” and providing backing vocals.[citation needed]

In September 2011, Jonathan Demme’s third documentary film on
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the singer songwriter, Neil Young Journeys, premiered at the
Toronto International Film Festival.[123] Like Demme’s earlier
work with Young, most of the film consists of a simply filmed
live performance, in this case, Young’s homecoming show in May
2011 at Toronto’s Massey Hall, four decades after he first
played at the iconic venue. Playing old songs, as well as new
ones from Le Noise, Young performs solo on both electric and
acoustic instruments. His performance is a counterpoint to
Demme’s footage of Young’s return to Omemee, Ontario, the
small town near Toronto where he grew up, which has now become
physically unrecognizable, though he vividly recalls events
from his childhood there.[citation needed]

On  January  22,  2012,  the  Master  Class  at  the  Slamdance
Festival featured Coffee with Neil Young & Jonathan Demme
discussing their film Neil Young Journeys. Young said that he
had been recording with Crazy Horse, completing one album and
working on another.[124]

Neil Young and Crazy Horse performed a version of the Beatles’
“I Saw Her Standing There” for Paul McCartney’s MusiCares
Person  of  the  Year  dinner  on  February  10,  2012,  in
Hollywood.[125]

Neil Young with Crazy Horse released the album Americana on
June 5, 2012. It was Young’s first collaboration with Crazy
Horse since the Greendale album and tour in 2003 and 2004. The
record is a tribute to unofficial national anthems that jumps
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from an uncensored version of “This Land Is Your Land” to
“Clementine” and includes a version of “God Save the Queen”,
which  Young  grew  up  singing  every  day  in  school  in
Canada.[126] Americana is Neil Young’s first album composed
entirely of cover songs. On June 5, 2012, American Songwriter
also reported that Neil Young & Crazy Horse would be launching
their first tour in eight years in support of the album.[127]

In 2012, Young toured with Crazy Horse prior to the release of
their  second  album  of  2012,  Psychedelic  Pill,  which  was
released in late October.[citation needed]

On August 25, 2012, Young was mistakenly reported dead by
NBCNews.com, the day when astronaut Neil Armstrong died.[128]

On  September  25,  2012,  Young’s  autobiography  Waging  Heavy
Peace: A Hippie Dream was released to critical and commercial
acclaim.[129] Reviewing the book for the New York Times, Janet
Maslin reported that Young chose to write his memoirs in 2012
for two reasons. For one, he needed to take a break from stage
performances  for  health  reasons  but  continue  to  generate
income.  For  another,  he  feared  the  onset  of  dementia,
considering his father’s medical history and his own present
condition. Maslin gives the book a higher than average grade,
describing it as frank but quirky and without pathos as it
delves into his relationships and his experience in parenting
a  child  with  disabilities  as  well  as  his  artistic  and
commercial  activities  and  a*sociations.[130]
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In November 2013, Young performed at the annual fundraiser for
the Silverlake Conservatory of Music. Following the Red Hot
Chili Peppers, he played an acoustic set to a crowd who had
paid a minimum of $2,000 a seat to attend the benefit in the
famous Paramour Mansion overlooking downtown Los Angeles.[131]

The  album  A  Letter  Home  was  released  on  April  19,  2014,
through Jack White’s record label, and his second memoir,
entitled Special Deluxe, was tentatively scheduled for a late
2014 release.[needs update] He appeared with Jack White on The
Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon on May 12, 2014.[132]

The  2014  debut  solo  album  by  Chrissie  Hynde,  entitled
Stockholm, featured Young on guitar on the track “Down the
Wrong Way”.[133]

Young released his thirty-fifth studio album, Storytone on
November 4, 2014. The first song released from the album,
“Who’s  Gonna  Stand  Up?”,  was  released  in  three  different
versions on September 25, 2014.[134]

Storytone  was  followed  in  2015  by  his  concept  album  The
Monsanto Years.[135] The Monsanto Years is an album themed
both in support of sustainable farming, and to protest the
biotechnology  company  Monsanto.[136]  Young  achieves  this
protest in a series of lyrical sentiments against genetically
modified  food  production.  He  created  this  album  in
collaboration with Willie Nelson’s sons, Lukas and Micah, and
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is also backed by Lukas’s fellow band members from Promise of
the Real.[137] Additionally, Young released a film in tandem
to  the  album,  (also  entitled  “The  Monsanto  Years”),  that
documents  the  album’s  recording,  and  can  be  streamed
online.[138]  In  August  2019,  The  Guardian  reported  Young,
among other environmental activists, was being spied on by the
firm.[139]

In summer 2015, Young undertook a North America tour titled
the Rebel Content Tour. The tour began on July 5, 2015 at the
Summerfest in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and ended on July 24, 2015
at the Wayhome Festival in Oro-Medonte, Ontario. Lukas Nelson
&  Promise  of  the  Real  were  special  guests  for  the
tour.[140][141][142][needs update] After a show on September
19,  2015  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  the  tour  started  over  on
October 1, 2015 in Missoula, Montana and ended on October 25,
2015 in Mountain View, California.[needs update]

In October 2016, Young performed at Desert Trip in Indio,
California,[143][144] and announced his thirty-seventh studio
album, Peace Trail, recorded with drummer Jim Keltner and bass
guitarist  Paul  Bushnell,[145]  which  was  released  that
December.

On September 8, 2017, Young released Hitchhiker, a studio LP
recorded on August 11, 1976 at Indigo Studios in Malibu. The
album features ten songs that Young recorded accompanied by
acoustic guitar or piano.[146] While different versions of
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most of the songs have been previously released, the new album
will  include  two  never-before-released  songs:  “Hawaii”  and
“Give Me Strength”, which Young has occasionally performed
live.[147]

On July 4, 2017, Young released the song “Children of Destiny”
which would appear on his next album. On November 3, 2017,
Young released “Already Great” a song from The Visitor, an
album he recorded with Promise of the Real and released on
December 1, 2017.[148]

On December 1, 2017, Young performed live in Omemee, Ontario,
Canada, a town he had lived in as a boy.[149]

On March 23, 2018, Young released a soundtrack album for the
Daryl Hannah film Paradox. The album is labeled as “Special
Release Series, Volume 10.”[citation needed]

On Record Store Day, April 21, 2018, Warner Records released a
two-vinyl LP special edition of Roxy: Tonight’s the Night
Live, a double live album of a show that Young performed in
September 1973 at the Roxy in West Hollywood, with the Santa
Monica Flyers. The album is labeled as “Volume 05” in Young’s
Performance Series.[150]

On October 19, 2018, Young released a live version of his song
“Campaigner”,  an  excerpt  from  a  forthcoming  archival  live
album titled Songs for Judy, which features solo performances
recorded during a November 1976 tour with Crazy Horse. It will
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be  the  first  release  from  his  new  label  Shakey  Pictures
Records.[151][152][153]

In November 2018, shortly after his home had been destroyed by
the  California  wildfire,  Young  criticised  President  Donald
Trump’s stance on climate change.[154]

In December 2018, Young criticised the promoters of a London
show for selecting Barclays Bank as a sponsor. Young objected
to the bank’s a*sociation with fossil fuels. Young explained
that he was trying to rectify the situation by finding a
different sponsor.[155]

Young revived Crazy Horse for a series of low-profile theater
gigs beginning May 1, 2018 in Fresno, California.

In April 2019, the band began recording “at least 11 new
songs, all written recently” for a new album titled Colorado.

On June 25, 2019, The New York Times Magazine listed Neil
Young among hundreds of artists whose material was reportedly
destroyed in the 2008 Universal fire.[156]

On August 19, 2019, Neil Young and Crazy Horse announced the
forthcoming  release  later  in  August  2019  of  the  new  song
“Rainbow of Colors”, the first single from the forthcoming 10-
track studio LP Colorado, Young’s first new record with the
band in seven years, since 2012’s Psychedelic Pill. Young,
multi-instrumentalist Nils Lofgren, bassist Billy Talbot and
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drummer Ralph Molina recorded the new album with Neil’s co-
producer, John Hanlon, in spring 2019. The 10 new songs are
ranging from around 3 minutes to over 13 minutes. Colorado is
due  to  be  released  in  October  2019[157][158]  on  Reprise
Records. On August 30, 2019, Young unveiled “Milky Way”, the
first song from Colorado, a love ballad Young had performed
several times at concerts over the past few months – both solo
acoustic and with Promise of the Real.[159]

In February 2020, Young wrote an “open letter” to President
Donald Trump: ‘You Are a Disgrace to My Country’.[160][161] In
April 2020, He announced that he was working on a new archival
album titled Road of Plenty, which will consist of music made
with Crazy Horse during a 1986 US tour and tracks recorded in
1989  while  rehearsing  for  their  Saturday  Night  Live
appearance.[162]

On May 7, 2020, it was announced that Neil Young would release
on  June  19,  2020  his  1975  long  lost  unreleased  album
Homegrown, a long-awaited album he described as “the missing
link  between  Harvest,  Comes  A  Time,  Old  Ways  and  Harvest
Moon”. The original release date of April 17 had to be delayed
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.[163]

On  August  4,  2020,  Young  filed  a  copyright  infringement
lawsuit against the Trump campaign for the use of Young’s
music at Trump’s campaign rallies.[164]
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On  August  14,  2020,  Young  announced  that  he  would  “soon”
release a new EP entitled The Times. Young shared the news via
his video for his new song “Lookin’ for a Leader”[nb 1],
stating: “I invite the President to play this song at his next
rally. A song about the feelings many of us have about America
today, it’s part of The Times, an EP coming soon from Reprise
Records—my home since 1968.”

Archives project
As far back as 1988, Young spoke in interviews of his efforts
to  compile  his  unreleased  material  and  to  remaster  his
existing catalogue. The collection was eventually titled the
Neil Young Archives Series. The first installment, titled The
Archives Vol. 1 1963–1972, was originally planned for a 2007
release  but  was  delayed,  and  released  on  June  2,
2009.[citation  needed]

Three performances from the Performance Series of the archives
were released individually before The Archives Vol. 1. Live at
the Fillmore East, a selection of songs from a 1970 gig with
Crazy Horse, was released in 2006. Live at Massey Hall 1971, a
solo acoustic set from Toronto’s Massey Hall, saw release in
2007. Sugar Mountain – Live at Canterbury House 1968, an early
solo performance and, chronologically, the first disc in the
performance series, emerged late in 2008.[citation needed]

In  an  interview  in  2008,  Young  discussed  Toast,  an  album
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originally recorded with Crazy Horse in San Francisco in 2000
but never released.[167] The album will be part of the Special
Edition Series of the Archives. No release date currently
exists for Toast. The album A Treasure, with live tracks from
a 1984–85 tour with the International Harvesters, during a
time when he was being sued by Geffen Records, was released in
June 2011.[citation needed]

On July 14, 2009, Young’s first four solo albums were reissued
as remastered HDCD discs and digital downloads as discs 1–4 of
the Original Release Series of the Archives.[citation needed]

As of 2019, Neil Young has launched a subscription website and
application where all of his music is available to stream in
high resolution audio. The Neil Young Archives also include
his newspaper, The Times-Contrarian, The Hearse Theater, and
photos and memorabilia throughout his career.

Personal life

Homes and residency
Young was born in Toronto, Canada and lived there throughout
his early life (1945, 1957 to 1960, 1966 to 1967), as well as
Omemee (1945 to 1952), Pickering (1956) before settling in
Winnipeg (1960–1966). Besides a brief stay in Florida in 1952,
Young  has  been  outside  Canada  since  1967.  After  becoming
successful, he bought properties in California, United States.
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He currently holds dual citizenship for Canada and the United
States.[169][170]

Young had a home in Malibu, California, which burned to the
ground in the 2018 Woolsey Fire.[171]

Young  owns  Broken  Arrow  Ranch,  a  property  of  about  1,000
acres[172] near La Honda, California, that he purchased in
1970 for US$350,000 (US$2,304,242 in 2019 dollars);[70] the
property  was  subsequently  expanded  to  thousands  of
acres.[173][174]

Young announced in 2019 that his application for United States
citizenship had been held up because of his use of marijuana,
but the issue was resolved and he became a United States
citizen.

Relationships and family
Young married his first wife, restaurant owner Susan Acevedo,
in December 1968. They were together until October 1970, when
she filed for divorce.[175]

From late 1970 to 1975, Young was in a relationship with
actress Carrie Snodgress. The song “A Man Needs a Maid” from
Harvest is inspired by his seeing her in the film Diary of a
Mad Housewife. They met soon afterward and she moved in with
him on his ranch in northern California. They have a son,
Zeke, who was born September 8, 1972. He has been diagnosed
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with cerebral palsy.[176][177]

Young met future wife Pegi Young (née Morton) in 1974 when she
was working as a waitress at a diner near his ranch, a story
he tells in the 1992 song “Unknown Legend”. They married in
August 1978[178] and had two children together, Ben and Amber.
Ben has been diagnosed with cerebral palsy,[177] and Amber has
been diagnosed with epilepsy.[177] The couple were musical
collaborators  and  co-founded  the  Bridge  School  in
1986.[179][180] On July 29, 2014, Young filed for divorce
after  36  years  of  marriage.[60]  Pegi  died  on  January  1,
2019.[181]

Young has been in a relationship with actress and director
Daryl Hannah since 2014.[182] Young and Hannah were reported
to have wed on August 25, 2018 in Atascadero, California.[183]
Young confirmed his marriage to Hannah in a video released on
October 31, 2018.[184]

Young has been widely reported to be the godfather of actress
Amber Tamblyn;[185] in a 2009 interview with Parade, Tamblyn
explained that “godfather” was “just a loose term” for Young,
Dennis Hopper, and Dean Stockwell, three famous friends of her
father, who were always around the house when she was growing
up, and who were important influences on her life.

https://harmonicatabs.net/


We share Hamornica Tabs for Free – Our goal is to have a
website where everyone can find and share all of their

Harmonica Tabs in one central location.Please feel free to
look around and post the harp tabs you have or request ones

you are looking for.

Charity work
Young is an environmentalist[187] and outspoken advocate for
the welfare of small farmers, having co-founded in 1985 the
benefit  concert  Farm  Aid.  He  worked  on  LincVolt,  the
conversion of his 1959 Lincoln Continental to hybrid electric
technology  as  an  environmentalist  statement.[188][189]  In
1986,  Young  helped  found  The  Bridge  School,[190]  an
educational organization for children with severe verbal and
physical disabilities, and its annual supporting Bridge School
Benefit  concerts,  together  with  his  former  wife  Pegi
Young.[191] The last concerts were held in October 2016. On
June 14, 2017, Neil and Pegi Young announced that the Bridge
School Concerts would no longer continue.

Young is a member of the Canadian charity Artists Against
Racism.

Business ventures
Young was part owner of Lionel, LLC, a company that makes toy
trains and model railroad accessories.[193] In 2008 Lionel
emerged from bankruptcy and his shares of the company were
wiped out. He was instrumental in the design of the Lionel
Legacy control system for model trains,[193] and remains on
the board of directors of Lionel.[2] He has been named as co-
inventor on seven US patents related to model trains.[194]
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Young has long held that the digital audio formats in which
most  people  download  music  are  deeply  flawed,  and  do  not
provide the rich, warm sound of analog recordings. He claims
to be acutely aware of the difference, and compares it with
taking a shower in tiny ice cubes versus ordinary water.[195]
Young  and  his  company  PonoMusic  developed  Pono,  a  music
download service and dedicated music player focusing on “high-
quality” uncompressed digital audio.[196] It was designed to
compete  against  MP3  and  other  formats.  Pono  promised  to
present  songs  “as  they  first  sound  during  studio
recording”.[197][198][199] The service and the sale of the
player were launched in October 2014.[200][201] In April 2017
it was announced that Pono was discontinued after the company
that was running the store, Omnifone, was purchased by Apple
in 2016 and almost immediately shut down. Alternative plans
were later abandoned.

Instruments

Guitars
In 2003, Rolling Stone listed Young as eighty-third in its
ranking of “The 100 Greatest Guitarists of All Time” (although
in a more recent version of the list, he has been moved up to
seventeenth place), describing him as a “restless experimenter
…  who  transform[s]  the  most  obvious  music  into  something
revelatory”.[202] Young is a collector of second-hand guitars,
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but in recording and performing, he uses frequently just a few
instruments, as is explained by his longtime guitar technician
Larry  Cragg  in  the  film  Neil  Young:  Heart  of  Gold.  They
include:

1953 Gibson Les Paul Goldtop. Nicknamed “Old Black”,
this is Young’s primary electric guitar and is featured
on Rust Never Sleeps (1979) and other albums. Old Black
got its name from an amateur paintjob applied to the
originally gold body of the instrument, some time before
Young acquired the guitar in the late 1960s. In 1972, a
mini  humbucker  pick-up  from  a  Gibson  Firebird  was
installed  in  the  lead/treble  position.  This  pick-up,
severely microphonic, is considered a crucial component
of  Young’s  sound.  A  Bigsby  vibrato  tailpiece  was
installed as early as 1969, and can be heard during the
opening of “Cowgirl in the Sand” from Everybody Knows
This Is Nowhere.
Martin D-45. His primary steel-string acoustic guitar.
It was one of four instruments bought by Stephen Stills
for himself and his bandmates in CSNY to celebrate their
first full concert at the Greek Theater in 1969.
Martin D-28. Nicknamed “Hank” after its previous owner,
Hank Williams. Hank Williams, Jr., had traded it for
some shotguns; it went through a succession of other
owners until it was located by Young’s longtime friend
Grant Boatwright. The guitar was purchased by Young from
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Tut Taylor. Young has toured with it for over 30 years.
A story about the guitar and the song it inspired, “This
Old Guitar”, can be seen about 50 minutes into the film
Neil Young: Heart of Gold.
Vintage Martin D-18: Young used an old D-18 throughout
his early days performing in coffee houses in Canada and
on  some  early  Buffalo  Springfield  work,  before  he
received the D-45 from Stills. It can also be seen on
unreleased  footage  from  the  Woodstock  documentary,
particularly  on  an  acoustic  duet  of  the  Buffalo
Springfield  track  “Mr.  Soul”  with  Stills.

Other notable (or odd) instruments played by Young include:

Taylor 855 12-string, used in the first half of Rust
Never Sleeps (1979).
1927 Gibson Mastertone, a six-string banjo guitar, a
banjo body tuned like a guitar, used on many recordings
and played by James Taylor on “Old Man”.
Gretsch 6120 (Chet Atkins model). Before Young bought
Old Black, this was his primary electric guitar during
his Buffalo Springfield days.
Gretsch White Falcon. Young purchased a late 1950s model
near the end of the Buffalo Springfield era; in 1969 he
bought a stereo version of the same vintage guitar from
Stephen  Stills,  and  this  instrument  is  featured
prominently during Young’s early 1970s period, and can
be  heard  on  tracks  like  “Ohio”,  “Southern  Man”,
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“Alabama”,  “Words  (Between  the  Lines  of  Age)”,  and
“L.A.”. It was Young’s primary electric guitar during
the Harvest (1972) era, since Young’s deteriorating back
condition (eventually fixed with surgery) made playing
the much heavier Les Paul difficult. This particular
White Falcon is the stereo 6137, in which the signal
from the three bass strings is separated from the signal
from the three treble strings. Young typically plays
this guitar in this stereo mode, sending the separate
signals  to  two  different  amps,  a  Fender  Deluxe  and
either a Fender Tremolux or a low-powered Tweed Fender
Twin. The separation of the signals is most prominently
heard on the Harvest (1972) song “Words”.
Gibson Flying V, on the Time Fades Away tour.
Fender Broadcaster, on the Tonight’s the Night (1975)
album and tour.
Guild M-20, seen in the film Neil Young Journeys.

Harmonicas
Young plays Hohner Marine Band harmonicas and is often seen
using a harmonica holder

Reed organ
Young owns a restored Estey reed organ, serial number 167272,
dating from 1885, which he frequently plays in concert.
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Crystallophone
Young owns a glass harmonica which is used in the recording of
“I do” on the 2019 album Colorado.

Amplification
Young uses various vintage Fender Tweed Deluxe amplifiers. His
preferred amplifier for electric guitar is the Fender Deluxe,
specifically a Tweed-era model from 1959. He purchased his
first  vintage  Deluxe  in  1967  for  US$50  (US$383  in  2019
dollars[70]) from Sol Betnun Music on Larchmont in Hollywood
and has since acquired nearly 450 different examples, all from
the same era, but he maintains that it is the original model
that  sounds  superior  and  is  crucial  to  his  trademark
sound.[207]

The Tweed Deluxe is almost always used in conjunction with a
late-1950s Magnatone 280 (similar to the amplifier used by
Lonnie Mack and Buddy Holly). The Magnatone and the Deluxe are
paired together in a most unusual manner: the external speaker
jack from the Deluxe sends the amped signal through a volume
potentiometer and directly into the input of the Magnatone.
The Magnatone is notable for its true pitch-bending vibrato
capabilities,  which  can  be  heard  as  an  electric  piano
amplifier on “See the Sky About to Rain”. A notable and unique
accessory to Young’s Deluxe is the Whizzer, a device created
specifically for Young by Rick Davis, which physically changes
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the amplifier’s settings to pre-set combinations. This device
is connected to footswitches operable by Young onstage in the
manner of an effects pedal. Tom Wheeler’s book Soul of Tone
highlights the device on page 182/183.

Lyrics

Sioux City Sue
Key: Any

Genre:

Harp Type: Any

Skill: Any
(Music Plays Chorus)
3 6 -5* 6 -5* 6 7 6 -5* -5 6 -5 5 -3
I drove a herd of cattle down from old Nebraska way
-3 -6 6 -6 -6* 7 -5 6 7 -6 -3 -6 6
That’s how I come to be in the state of Iowa
3 6 -5* 6 -5* 6 7 6 -5* -5 6 -5 5 -3
I met a gal in Iowa, her eyes were big and blue
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-3 -6 6 -6 -6* 7 -5 6 7 -6 6 -5 5
I asked her what her name was, she said, Sioux City
Sue

Chorus
3 -3 5 6 -5 6 -5 -3
Sioux City Sue, Sioux City Sue
-3* -4 -4 -4 5 -5 -5 -5
Your hair is red, your eyes are blue
3 5 5 5 -5 6 5 -3 3*
I’d swap my horse and dog for you
3 -3 5 6 -5 6 -5 -3
Sioux City Sue, Sioux City Sue
6 -6 6 -6 -6* 7
There ain’t no gal as true
-5 6 7 -6 6 -5 5
As my sweet Sioux City Sue
(Repeat)

-3 -6* -6 -6* -6 -6* -7 -6* -6 6 -6* 6 -5 -4
-4 7 -6* 7 7* -7 6 -6* -7 7 -4 7 -6*
-3 -6* -6 -6* -6 -6* -7 -6* -6 6 -6* 6 -5 -4
-4 7 -6* 7 7* -7 6 -6* -7 7 -6* 6 -5

Chorus
-3 -4 -5 -6* 6 -6* 6 -4
5 5* 5* 5* -5 6 6 6
-3 -5 -5 -5 6 -6* -5 -4 -3*
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-3 -4 -5 -6* 6 -6* 6 -4
-6* 7 -6* 7 7* -7
6 -6* -7 7 -6* 6 -5

Chorus
-3* 5 -5* 7 -6 7 -6 5
5* -5 -5 -5 -5* -6 -6 -6
-3* -5* -5* -5* -6 7 -5* 5 -4
-3* 5 -5* 7 -6 7 -6 5
7 7* 7 7* -7 -7*
-6 7 -7* 7* 7 -6 -5* (Slow)

I asked her if she had a beau, she said, “Yes quite a few”
But still I started courtin’ my sweet Sioux City Sue
The first time that I stole a kiss, I caught her stealing two
I asked her did she love me, She said, “Indeed I do”
(Chorus)

I’m admitting Iowa, I owe a lot to you
‘Cause I come from Nebraska to find Sioux City Sue
I’m gonna rope and tie her up, I’ll use my old lasso
I’m gonna put my brand on my sweet Sioux City Sue
(Chorus 2X)

This  music  plays  with  music,  same  Artist,  run  time  2:54.
Consider
playing only on the chorus.
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Lyrics

Hazard
Key: Any

Genre:

Harp Type: Any

Skill: Any
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This is one of my favorites, I hope you have fun playing it. Happy New
Year to all!

-3 -6 -6 -6 -6 -6  6  6  6 -5 -5  6 -6
My mother came to Hazard when I was just seven

-6 -6  6 -5  7 -6  6
Even then the folks in town

-5 -5 -5  5  5 -5  5
said with prejudiced eyes

5  5 -5 -4 -3  3
That boy’s not right

-6 -6 -6 -6  6  6 -5 -5  6 -6
Three years ago when I came to know Mary

-6  6 -5  7 -6  6
First time that someone
-5 -5 -5 -5  5  5 -5  5

looked beyond the rumors and the lies
5  5  5  5 -5 -4 -3  3
And saw the man inside

-6 -6 -6  7 -6  6 -5  5 -5 -3
We used to walk down by the river

-6 -6 -6  7 -6  6 -6  7 -7
She loved to watch the sun go down

7 -6 -6  7 -6  6 -5  5 -5 -3
We used to walk along the river
4  4  4  4 -3* -3*  7 -6  6 -5

And dream our way out of this town
-6 -6 -6 -6 -6  6  6  6 -5  6 -6

No one understood what I felt for Mary
-6 -6  6 -5  7 -6  6

No one cared until the night
-5 -5 -5  5  5 -5  5

she went out walking alone
5  5  5 -5 -4 -3  3
And never came home

-6 -6 -6 -6  6  6 -5 -5  6 -6
Man with a badge came knocking next morning

-6 -6  6 -5  7 -6 -6  6 -5
Here was I surrounded by a thousand

-5  4  4 -3  4 -5  5
fingers suddenly

5  5  5 -5 -4 -3  3
Pointed right at me

-6 -6 -6  7 -6  6 -5  5 -5 -3
I swear I left her by the river

-6 -6 -6  7 -6  6 -6  7 -7
I swear I left her safe and sound
7 -6 -6  7 -6  6 -5  5 -7  7 -6 -5

I need to make it to the river
4  4  4  4 -3* -3*  7 -6  6 -5

And leave this old Nebraska town
3  6  6  6  6 -6  6 -5  5

I think about my life gone by
-6  6 -5  4 -3  3

How it’s done me wrong
3  6  6  6  6 -6  6 -5  4 -3*

There’s no escape for me this time
5  5 -5  5 -3* -3

All of my rescues are gone
3 -2  3 -2  2 -2  2 -1

Long ago, long ago
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